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Disclaimer:

This research examines the perceptions of a spacifitunitynamelythe Tigray
community, within a broader context like the Horn of Afftta.research acknowledges
that social situations are dynamic and contiewallying. Therefore, the findings serve
only as a snapshot and the authors réflmmmakingessentialist conclusions or
generalizations beyond the study's scopetfihegrapher's perspective is subjective and
may be open to debate. The research does not provide any certainties, from a legal or any
other point of view.

The editors have verified the information presented to the best of their ability within the

circumstances and make no claists absolute truthfulness. Publication is weighed on

the basis of interest to understrepotential impacts of events (or perceptions of these

events) on the situation. The editors recommend the reader to examine the most current

information available through trustworthy channels and thus supplement the information
provided in this work.

This study captur@ersonal experiences from the Tigray region during the siege and
communication blockadeithout claiming to represent the only valid viewpoint.
References to social groshsuld not be interpreted as statements about all individuals
within thosegroups. The research is conducted without the intention of offending any
individual, group, or community. We welcome immediate communication regagrding
concerns related to respect or cultural integrity.

Great care has been takeadourately represent the authors' research findings. The
content of thehapters is the sole responsibility of the authors and &ditoeithors
welcome any additional information, feedback or claims of factual errors, which can be

directed tomirjamvanreisen@gmail.com
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We dedicate this research to our beloved fadibes sons and
daughters, mothers and fathers, brothers and sisters, grandparents,
and all our relatives. This work is also dedicated to every individual
who tragically lost their life during this challenging time of war and
pandemic. In the face of suchfpumd loss, may we all find the
strength to carry on.

We hold their memories in our hearts, and pray that their souls rest
in eternal peacA} V&E}a ( (P +=EaHGI [
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Note on Content and Editorial Decisions

MirjamVan Reisé&Munyaradzi Mawere
300 24
Everything fldieraclitus)

The research presented in the three bébksay ' he Hysteresis
of Waib(Book 1), @he Panarchy of W&Book 2) and@ar in a
Digital Black Hol@(Book 3) (2024)is the result ofa fiveyear
interdisciplinary reseangtogramme, carried out from 2020 to 2024

The researchapproachentailedan emphasisnoethnography, on
research carried out in real life situations and on the ground. The
purposewss to build up asystematic knowledge base that can be
studied, corroborated, corrected and improved.

It is very difficultto write onthe topic of warlt is personal, it is
sensitive, it is hurtful and painful, it is emotional, and there are many
contrasting views on the situatidn. addition, he siege and
communication blockade aiaternet shutdownduring the war
created a digital black hole in Tigidnereforethere is an urgent
need to document perspectives from within Tigray that are accessible
to outside audiences. This research is an attempt to contribute to this.

To develop an wlepth understanding the situation, there is a need

to build trust, toengage, antd develop an kilepth understanding

on the situation in real life, there is a need to have access, be present,
be in the situation, speak the language, and be part of the culture. All

of these are necessary for understanding and all of these give a
particuar viewpoint on the situation.

Ethnography

This research usethnographyasit allows us ttoeimmersd in a
situation, to participate in it for a moment, to reside in it for a short
time while alsgerceiingit as astrangdy an@utsided ando reflect

on it. In-depth intervieware often used in ethnography tdube
understanding and meaning from a descriptiaspecific situation

This may also include small sample groups, autoethnography and long
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interview methodologinterviewsallow the definition of a situation
through the eyes of therpeipants

This research should not be read asrteuth on the war in Tigray.

It seeks to promote dialogue and ensure the participation of Tigrayans
as an important stakeholder in the pbadding processwhich
hopefully continueto move forwardThere are many contrasting
viewpoints in a war, and we have only been able to capture insights
from different anglesWe have tried to bring the voice of the
communities who have suffered so much in this war and have a stake
in the futurewhichwill be establishedhdhe shattered pieces of the
war.We encourage everyone who is interested in the war to debate
the content andie motivateach reader to consider what it aags

to feel free talisagreeWe do not have a claim on a final truth.

We request the reader to make a distinction between the contribution
of ethnography to the understanding of the war, which allows us
greater freedom to document what was experienced in the war, what
perceptions were there, what rationales were apdnyhat
causalities were entertainBais offers a particular scientific genre
that allows us to explore new viewpoints and to document
perspectives that have remained hidden and can be unitotresed

way

We want to insist that for any legal determinattdtitionakools
should be employed. In thisok Tefera provides a legal argument,
but none of the other chapters in the threeks should be read as
legal arguments asfacts presented for that purpose.

While we would like to atlkatthe sentiments and feelingstioé
people sharing thebarrowing accountahichwere collectefirst
handbe respected. We recogiiege may be elemedtscumented
in a certain way, requirigther corroboratiomvith other sources.
We invite you to engage in a produativehangéo strengthen a
common understanding where possible
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Translations

The translations used in this research concern:

A Spoken conversations (interviews, focus group participants,
fieldwork visits)

A Written text

A Media material, TVjdeos

A Other

The spoken conversations were transcribed and translated under the
guidance of thenain researcher. For editorial purposesll
changesvere mad&o make the translations more comprehensible to
the readerln doing sp carewastakento capture the spirit of the
originalspoken word and cognisant of the fact that a translation, if
done literally, wortbr-word, cannot achieve this

Other material was translated under the responsibility of the main
researchers, but they were asked to use a panel of judges for
translation in some cases. The editorial team had access to the
outcome of the review by the panel of judges.

There may always be some discussion on interpretation and
translation between languages. We encourage debate on the meaning
of what is presented, we do not claim that the seleptedentation

is necessarily the only one, or even the best one. It was the
interpretation of what was understood and available to all of us, when
we published the book.

Language editing

The researchers presented irbtias are nobornin areas in which
Englishis a first languagé/e have published in English to share the
results of our work. We have edited the chapters for understanding
and easier reading, however, we have not polished the chapters to
become something else. The editing takes into account the way of
expressing in English by the authors.

In translating from Tigrinya or Amharic to English, many variants are
possible. For instandksum can be spelt @ksundor Axunmd We

have tried to create coherence across all of the chaptboland
There is ndinguisticceasoningupporting the decisions.
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For references to names, in Ethiopia and Eritrea, generally the first
name is used as the main name, so for instance President Isayas
Afwerki is referred as President Isayas. There are also different
spellings of the names available. The editors have almdeerent

use of the name, but no linguistic rule was used to make the decision.

Sources and use of proverbs

The Tigrinya proverbs presented at the top of each chepteot
provided for their literal meaning. They are presented to offer a
figurative association with the situation, allowing the reader some
freedom to reflect on values, norms, fears and emotions from the
place where these originate. Proverbs often have a long history and
have moved and transformed across times and places and languages
and should not be read as a direct commentary on the situation at
hand. The translation from Tigrinya to Enghsdy also not be
perfect.

There are two sources for the proverbs used in this research. The
First is thearticle by Filip Busau (202ZD)mparative Analysis of Some
Tigrinya Prove®®verbium 37. These are written in Tigrinya, the
language spokemwrth andsouth of the Mereb in the highlands of
Tigray and Eritredhe article draws upon the work of the author on
the topics of birth and death in Tigrinya prové@rheproverbs and
translationsvere checked and adaptedDayiel Tesfand Gebre
Kidanu.

The other source is the woK Tsigereda Teklu, Asmelash
Weldemariam and Asmerom Gebreslagsiblished by the
Ethiopian Languages Academy under the then Ministry of Culture
and Spots, published by Artistic Publishing in T8 (

Names and references

With regards to names used in this ttpedollowing procedure was
followed. In Tigrinya, people usually have three names, the name of
the grandfather, father and the given name. The references in this
book use the reference name chosen by the author.
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All the participants and sources have been anonymised and
deidentified. This was necessdoy,ensure the safety of all
participants.

This research uses references to Tigrinya and Amharic sources, which
are written in original script.

Use and reuse of data and verification of data

For any use or fa@se ofany ofthe data and arguments presented in
thisresearchwe want to insist that it is the task and responsibility of
anyone who wishes to-jtese the data to understand the perspective
from which the data is presented here and to seek triangulation with
other sources on sensitive issues that may be contested.

We have been careful to verify the sources and participants. For
future understanding and reseamdé believe it is important to
documenthis data However, we are aware that it is possible that
viewpoints or facts may be disputed and we invite anyone to
respectfullycome forwardwith any grievances help improve,
correct or change what is presented and the interpretation of it.

The media material was presented for verification to a panel of judges.
The judges were selectedtheir ability to understand the material

and the context of this material being producethis way the
originality of speeches and other expressions was traced and verified.
Where in odine productions alterations were made by the publishers
of the content, this has been identified. The author and editors have
adatabasef material that was verified and used feipthblication.

The editors are responsible for the content presented in these three
books.We would like to receive any comments.
Symbols, expressions and generalisation

The use of symbols and expressions in any part of this ethnography
are not in aninstanceresented as a generalised statement to judge,
accuse or demonise a person, a group of persons, or a people.
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Ethical considerations

The research ethics applied to this resealtwtreo the principles
of: (i) authenticity; (ii) veracity; (iii) diversity; (iv) inclusiyéness
(self)reflection; (vi) responsibiliyii) providing credit to all who
contributed (viii) avoid claiming the work of others or exiplgit
contributions of others; (ix) ensure that there is no plagiarogargx)
dialogue; (ix) allow critical reflecti@x) reliability; (xi) respect for
othersand(xii) operate with cultural awareness.

The research was also guided by the principles of (i) informed consent
and ongoing consenii) do no harm(iii) protect the privacy of
participants by keepingersonal information confidentigiv)
providing comprehensive information on the purpose of the research
to participants; (v) voluntary participation of all particip@uixs
accurate reportingvi) transparency of disclosure of conflict of
interests; (vii) treatment of all participants with respect and dignity;
(viii) open communication; (ix) mingni suffering, avoid
(re)traumatisatioand offer referral and suppofx) personal and
sensitive datprotection; (xi) adherence to the legal frameworks in
the place where research is carried out; (xii) adherence to international
norms and standardsijij clear documentation of all procedwaed;

(xiv) reproducibilitywithin the research scope and approg@bb.
research should also be feasible and realistic in scope within the given
timeframeand be realistic in its ambition.

Each part oftis research was subjected to double blind peer,review
the ethical committee of tiResearch Networ®AIC, the ethical
board of Tilburg University and Mekelle Universitg in specific
instanceboards, as provided in each chapter.

Peer review

Many of the researchers are members of the Research Network
Globalisation, Accessibility, Innovation and Care (GAIC). Many of
them are in pegroups and discussed their work in the greips,

and presented their work in thelio® meetings. In this wahey

were able to receive valuable comments ostutes performed.
These also served to provide mutual support and encouragement.
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We thank everyone who took the trouble to provide proposals for
inclusion in théooks.We regret there were some proposals that did
not make itto final publicationsThe research team consisted of
senior and juniaresearchergnd this may be clear from the work
presented. The point of departure was that learning to do research is
by doing, and by publishing and receiving comments. We invite
anyone to provide comments to improve any work presented here.

The criteria for publishing was: (i) relevance of the topic to the
research project; (ii) clarity on the methodology (iii) transparency on
data obtained and used and on the process of their ginglgbitity

to improve the drafts based on comments received within given
timelines(v) ability to present and discuss the content with p@ers;
editorial fit with the overall content of the thyeeks and (i) prove

of authenticity of the contributions of all of the author(s). Every
chapter is accompadi by an explanation of the contributions of
each author to the chapter.

The doubleblind peefreview was an anonymous review process.
The authors of the chapters did not know who their reviewers were.
The reviewers did not know who the authors were. The reviewers
were asked to provide their opinion on the article in a form that wa
sent to them.

The doublepeer reviewers also made comments in the text of the
chapter, as comments and suggestions to improve the chapters and
clarify the language. Their work is gratefully acknowlddged.
provided an important step to select the chapters for publication.

All drafts of all the chapters have been saved in a database and are
versionalised-he final decision to publish was with the editors.
Referendng

The references are presengdthe end ofeach chapter. The
references to other chapters in the book are separately referenced, for
easy findability, artd allow the chapters to be read in a stdonke

way.
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Time references

Ethiopia uses thiethiopianCalendafEC), which is identified in the

text withEC in the specific cases that this calendar is used. Most of
the years follow the Gregorian Caleif@&). If no abbreviation is
provided the GC calendar is used.

Warning about traumatic content

Finally, the material presented in these Huels may be hard to

read. We have tried to balance honesty about what we heard on the
situation, with what can be presented to a reader. Some of the
elements we encountergdre simply unimaginabli#e have tried

to be truthfulput alsesensitiveThe work was guided ban Reisen

et gl2023)whichsetout a methodology of an ethnographic research
with exposure to trauma.

We encourage the reader to take care of your health and mental health
and wetbeing and to seek supporthiit is needede thank you
for picking up this book and for your interest.

Figures

The figures in the books were converted to black and white to fit with
formatting requirements. In some cases, this may make them less easy
to read. The original pictures, in colour, can be found at the following
link: https://raee.eu/wp
content/uploads/2024/10/Figures_Tigrahhe-Hysteresinf-War
Volumel-1.pdf
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Timeline of Key Events

24 December 2017

14 January 2018

15 February 2018

27 March 2018

2 April 2018

15 June 2018

23 June 2018

9 July 2018

Behindthescenes diplomatic efforts to
broker peace between Eritrea and Ethiopia in
exchange for Ethiopian access to the Assab
port and European Union (EU) roads from
Eritrea to Ethiopia do not receive a positive
reception in Mekelle, the capital of Tigray.

President Isayas Afwerki of Eritrea announces
the policy®Woyane, Game Owesignalling a
hardline stance against the Tigray P®ople
Liberation Front (TPLF).

Ethiopian Prime Minister Hailemariam
Desalegn announces his resignation.

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed is elected as the
chairman of the Ethiopian Pedple
Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF)
coalition.

PM Abiy is sworn in as Prime Minister by the
Ethiopian Parliament.

PM Abiy uses the term " jE~ Yo describe
TPLF or Tigrayans ad@laylight hyengsa
derogatory and dehumanizing label.

A bombing at Meskel Square in Addis Ababa
occurs during a rally for Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed, and chanting obdown, down
Woyané, indicating the accusation that the
perpetrators are Tigrayan. The courts in
Ethiopia do not find Tigrayans guilty of the
bombing.

Ethiopia and Eritrea sign the Peace Agreement
in Asmara, ending two decades of hostility and
restoring diplomatic relations. This agreement
is seen as a significant step toward regional
stability.
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9 July 2018
145616 July 2018

18 July 2018

14 November 2018

22 June 2019

11 October 2019
1 December 2019

28 February 2019

PM Abiy visits the Assab Port in Eritrea.

President Isayasisits military camps and
installations in Ethiopia.

PM Abiy visits the Eritrean military training
camp SawaNational servicen Eritrea is
indefinite ands widelyregarded as a crime
against humanityby the international
community

The UN Security Council UNSQ lifts
sanctions against Eritrea (in place since 2009).

Several highianking officialsare assassinated

in Ethiopia. General Seare Mekonen, the Chief
of General Staff of th&thiopian National
Defence ForcgdENDF), is killed in Addis
Ababa, along with Maj@eneral Gezae
Abera. BothGeneral Seare Mekonen and
MajorGeneral Gezae Abera are Tigrayans. In
Bahir Dar, the regional capital of Amhara, the
regional president Ambachew Mekonnen and
his advisor Ezez Wassie are also assassinated.

PM Abiy is awarded the Nobel PdRrize.

The Prosperity Party (PP) is officially formed
on 1 December 2019 he party is created by
merging three of the four parties that make up
the EPRDF coalition, along with five other
regional parties. The TPLF, one of the
founding members of the EPRDF, refuses to
join the PP, which contributes to the escalating
tensions btween the federal government and
the TPLF.

The EU signs a rodulilding agreement with
Eritrea to connect Eritr@&aports (Assab and
Massawa) with neighbouring countries.
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15 June 2020

9 September 2020

25 September 2020

3 November 2020

4 November 2020

November 2020

The European Parliament holds a hearing on
the EU roaebuilding program with Eritrea,
which is carried out with national service
labour, widely seen as forced labour. The
European Commission indicates a shift to a
ono more roads approaciThe projects are
stopped in the following year.

Elections are orgaed by the TPLF in
defiance of the federal governn@edecision

to postpone all elections in Ethiopia due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. The elections heighten
tensions between the Tigray regional
government and the Ethiopian federal
government, contributing to the subsequent
conflict.

The first irregular flight is identified in
connection to prgvar military preparations
from Addis to Asmara (flight ET831Rail
ETALK and 20/10/2020 Tail ETAQQ).

The Tigray War begins with Ethiopian federal

forces, including Special Forces, being airlifted
to Mekelle, the capital of Tigray, marking the

start of an intense military conflict.

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed announces the
Ethiopian governme@t daw and Order
Operatio®in Tigray, aiming to remove the
TPLF leadership, which had challenged federal
authority.

The Ethiopian government imposes a
communications blackout on Tigray, cutting
off telephone/nternet, and other forms of
communication. This severely limits the flow
of information and access to the region,
making it difficult for humanitarian
organgations and the international community
to monitor the situation.
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6010 November 2020

11 November 2020

November 2020

13 November 2020

24 November 2020

11 November 2020

November 2020

November 2020

The Mai Kadra massacre in Western Tigray
occurs. The Ghent University Dataligsery
Casualty Courtdisattributes the Killings to
Ahhara Special Forces or Fano Militia, ENDF,
and Tigray Defence Forces (TDF).

TPLF President of the Tigray region,
Debretsion Gebremichael, accuses Enifea
benginvolved in the war in Tigray asfdisng
heavy weaponry in Humera against Tigray
civilians. Eritrean Foreign Affairs Minister,
Osman Saleh, dismisses the claim.

The Adigrat and Edagu Hamus Massacres are
allegedly perpetrated by Eritrean and
Ethiopian military troops.

A massacre with indiscriminate Killitajees
placein Zalambessallegedly perpetratéxy
the Eritrean Defence Forc@sDF), following
shelling of the town.

The UN Security Council holds its first clesed
door discussion on the conflict in Tigray, but
no official statement is issued due to
disagreements among members, particularly
regarding how taddress the situation.

Thed.aw and Order Operatidis redefined as

a &aw Enforcement and Existential
Operatiot® emphasizing the existential threat
the Ethiopian government perceives from the
TPLF.

The Humera Massacre occurs WdENDF,
Amhara militias, and EDF implicated in the
violence.

The first wave of mass arrests of Tigrayans
begins.
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28 November 2020

27028 November 2020

28029 November 2020

30 November 2020

7 December 2020

January 2021

10 February 2021

10 March 2021

The TPLF forces withdraw from Mekelle, the
capital of the Tigray region.

An attack on ANejashi Mosque, the oldest
mosque in Africa, occurs.

The Aksum massacre occurs. During this
event, hundreds of civilians are reportedly
killed bythe EDF in the city of Aksum, Tigray,
during the religious festival of Tsion Mariam,
the feast of St. Mary of Zion. Aksum is a place
of pilgrimage for the festiyas Ethiopian
Orthodox Christians believe Aksum houses
the Ark of the Covenant.

The Dengelat Massacre occufke EDF
attack civilians gathered for the religious
festival of Tsion Mariam.

The Ethiopian federal government appoints an
interim administration for Tigray, led by Mulu
Nega. This administration was intended to
replace the TPLF leadership, which the federal
government considered illegitimate.

Closure of the Eritrean refugee camps in
Tigray, Shemelba, and Hitsats after camps are
attacked bthe EDF and refugees are forcibly
returned to Eritrea. In July 2021 the EDF
enters Adi Harush and Mai Aini camps for
Eritrean refugees.

The Abi Addi massacre occurs, including mass
killings bythe ENDF and EDF.

During a congressional hearing, US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken states that acts of
oethnic cleansidgre taking place in Western
Tigray. He specifically referred to reports of
atrocities and the displacement of ethnic
Tigrayans from the region by Amhara forces
and allied troops of the ENDF. He calls for
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23 March 2021

15 April 2021

20 April 2021

23 April 2021

3 May 2021

June 2021

15 June 2021

independent  investigations  to hold
perpetrators accountable.

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed publicly
acknowledges and thanks Eritrea for its
military support during the conflict in a speech
to the Ethiopian Parliament, confirming
Eritreds involvement in the war.

The UNSC holds a session on the
humanitarian crisis in Tigray.

A chemical white phosphorus attackthgy
EDF aginst civilianssreported in the location
of Adi Yieqoro, within Ahiferom Woreda in
Tigray.

Jeffrey Feltman is appointed as the US Special
Envoy for the Horn of Africa. His
appointment is part of the US governr@ent
increased diplomatic engagement in the region,
particularly concerning the conflicts in
Ethiopia, Sudan, and the broader Horn of
Africa.

The head of the Interim Administration by the
Ethiopian federal government, Mulu Nega, is
replaced with Abraha Desta.

The blockade on humanitarian aid intensifies,
with reports that Ethiopian federal forces and
allied troops are preventing aid convoys from
reaching Tigray. This exacerbates the already
dire food and medical supply shortages in the
region, contribting to a worsening
humanitarian crisis.

The European Unid@ special envoy to
Ethiopia, Pekka Haavisto, who is also Fidand
Foreign Minister, refers to the situation in
Tigray as potentially amountingdgenocidé
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22 June 2021

June 2021

28 June 2021

2 July 2021

25 July 2021

during a briefing to the EQommittee on
Foreign Affairs.

The UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC)
adoptsaresolution calling for an independent
investigation into alleged human rights
violations and abuses in the Tigray conflict.
This resolution heightens international scrutiny
of the conflict and increases calls for
accountability for the atrocities comrditibgy

all parties involved.

Operation Alula, launched by the TDF, begins.
The operation is named after the famous
Tigrayan general Alula Aba Nega and is part of
a broader countaffensive by the TDF
against Ethiopian and allied forces. The
operation aims to reclaim territory anie ol

key strategic areas in Tigray.

The TDF recaptures Mekelle and aeg
control over parts of Tigray, but the siege and
communication blockaddy Ethiopia is
maintained.

The UNSC issues a first public statement on
the Tigray war, expressing conadrautthe
humanitarian situation.

OWe will not rest unless this enemy is stamped
out. These people [Tigray people] are the
enemy of the whole people of Ethiopia. They
are the enemy of the Oromo, the enemy of
Afar, and the enemy of Somali. We have to
continue heroically struggling againg th
enemyyt declares the former President of the
Ambhara region.

1 Gebremichael, T. (2021, July 2s)hara President: Tigrayans are Enemies of

Ethiopia TGHAT.

https://www.tghat.com/2021/07/25/amharpresident

tigrayansreenemie®f-ethiopia/ (Accessed on 18 October 2024)
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10 June 2021

28 June 2021

July 2021

July 2021

26 August 2021

17 September 2021

October 2021

October 2021

The UN and other humanitarian orgatons

report that over 350,000 people are
experiencing famine conditions, with millions
more at risk due to the ongoing conflict,
disruption of agriculture, and blockade of aid.

TheTDF recapturgcontrol over the capital of
Mekelle in Tigray.

A second wave of mass arrests of Tigrayans in
Addis Ababa begins in July 2021.

The TDF initiate Operation Tigray Mothers
reflecting a broad molsdlition effort to resist
the advancing Ethiopian and Eritrean forces.

Former Nigerian President, Olusegun
Obasanjo, is appointed as the African Union
(AU) High Representative for the Horn of
Africa. His role is to mediate the ongoing
conflict in Ethiopia and promote peace and
stability in the region.

President Joe Biden issues an Executive Order
authorsing broad sanctions against individuals
and entities involved in the conflict, including
Ethiopian and Eritrean officials, as well as
those from Tigray. The order specifically
targets those contributing to the conflict and
obstructing humanitarian accébs sanctions
include asset freezes and visa restrictions on
individuals and entities seen as prolonging the
conflict or obstructing peace efforts.

TDF Operation Tigray Sunrise staif$e
TDF advancesutside the Tigray region.

The UN suspends its humanitarian flights to
Tigray after an airstrike on Mekelle, the
regional capital, endangers their operations.
This suspension further restricts the delivery of
humanitarian aid to the region.
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7 November 2021

20 December 2021

24 March 2022

August 2022

August 2022

27 September 2022

25 October 2022

2 November 2022

Obasanjo makes his first visit to Mekelle, the
capital of the Tigray region.

Having advanced into the neighbouring
regions of Amhara and Afar and coming within

a few hundred kilometres of the capital, Addis
AbabatheTDF halt their offensive, leading to

a temporary stalemate as both sides prepare for
further operations or potential negotiations.

The Ethiopian government declares a
unilateral humanitarian ceasefire in Tigray.

Coalition forces, including Ethiopian and

Eritrean troops, resume a major offensive
against the TDF, seeking to regain control over
lost territories before peace talks.

The resumption of hostilities leads to a
tightening of the blockade. Tigray remains
largely cut off from the rest of the country,

with reports of increased starvation and lack of
medical supplies.

The Sheraro massacre occuite EDF
reportedly kill dozens of civilians during an
offensive in September 2022, as part of the
renewed conflict before the Pretoria peace
talks.

The first round of formal peace talks starts in
Pretoria, South Africa, facilitated by Obasanjo,
and former President of Kenya, Uhuru
Kenyatta, and former South African Deputy
President Phumzile Mlamblgcuka,
representing the AU and the wider
internatiomal community.

The Pretoria Cessation of Hostilities
Agreement is signed between the Ethiopian
government and the TPLF, marking a formal
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3 November 2022

405 November 2022

January 2023

June 2023

agreement to end active hostilities and begin
the process of peabailding.

The Pretoria Cessation of Hostilities
Agreement officially comes into force, leading
to a significant reduction in active combat
operations.

The EDF perpetrates shelling of Adigrat, a
town near the Eritrean border, in Tigray,
leading to civilian casualties

The EDF begin a partial withdrawal from
Tigray, as part of the implementation of the
peace agreemeathough reports indicate that
some forces remain in strategically important
areas.

Eritrea is reportedly still occupying Hoya
Medeb, Semhal, May Hamato; parts of Ziban
Guila and Erdi Jeganu in Egela Woreda;
Endalgeda, Weratle, Alitena and Hagerelekoma
in Irob Woreda; Geter Badme, Badme Town,
Gemhalo, AdiTsetser and some partd
Adeneyti and Lemlem in Tahtay Adyabo, as
well as the whole Western Zone of Tigray.
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Chapter 1

YesterdayWe said Tomorrow:
Hysteresis and Panarchy ilWar

MirjamVan ReisgeAraya Abrha Medhawyiél. Tefera,
Daniel Tesfa, Seifauldabreslassie, Kristina Melicherova, Joél
Stocker & Munyaradzi Mawere

} Eiju Col ©(® A} R
The body killed by the kingdi gaildomeone to bury
Abstract

The war in Tigray significantly transformed the region and Ethiopia
as awhole andaffectedrelations in the broader Hoof Africa
Despite Eritre& denial of invading Tigray, it playedagorrole in

the conflict. The region was placed under siege, resulting in a
complete communication blackout, effectively turning Tigray into a
modern digital black hole where no information could enter or leave.
As a result, the grievous atrocities committeshgd the conflict
remained hidden from the outside world.

The atrocities committed were systematic and showed intent to
eradicate the Tigray people. Military attacking civilians said they
followed instructionsThe concepts of hysteresis and panarchy are
usedio understand the severe consequences of the war. The conflict
has created a new political reality, causing the people of Tigray to
qguestion their place within Ethiopia. The timeline suggests that
preparations for the war began in 2018, following unsiutces
diplomatic efforts in 2017 to connect Ethiopightoport of Assab

in Eritrea. The involvement of Eritrea is evident throughout the war
preparations, starting with the Eritrean Pressdéatlaration of the
policydWoyanegame gedin January 2018. The evidence gathered
raises the critical question of whether genocide was committed in
Tigray.

Key Words: Tigray, Ethiopia, Eritredligray var, digital black hole,
hysteresjpanarchyresilience, Rome Statgenocide
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Theatre ofmemory

One day Pan, the Greek God of the forest, who protects the
shepherds, flocks, hunters and everything in the natural wilderness,
chases an impossible love. Then he hears the wind playing is the reed
at theedgeof a pond. He picks some to craft a flute; and from that
day onwards the melancholic music will accompany him everywhere.
Using his flute, he instddear that creates chaos among the largest
of invading giants, the Titans. The playful and creative Pan has
another power. A massive voice that can surprise unexpectedly. An
unseen presence, with which heacanse panic beyond reason and
logical thinking, a collective hysterical fear. So, he can protect against
those who traverse his beloved land with bad intent. Creating an echo,
a noise, coming from nowhgaed circling across the terrifying and
dark landscape in which the invading fighters find themd&dwes

leads them to imagined voices and human shaddvsdrivesthe
invaderrazy. Pan is the God of nature and unpredictable change,
who can cause hysteria and anarchy at all levels.

The story of Pan tells us that the use of force and violence is a
symptom of powerlessness. This is true for warfare, says Arendt
(1969), thearbiter in international disputg#rendt, 1969p. 3),

which haglost much of its effectivenéggrendt, 1969p. 3), if it

ever hadny definingonearly all of it is as glaméArendt 1969

p.3). Glamour as the apocalyptic hysteric face of terror. Devastation,
death, horror and violence is what charsstethe Tigray war
(202@2022), which ended in a peace that is no peace.

In the studies presented here in thi@sz=books on the Tigray war,

our intention is to present the vaioé the people in Tigray and to
assess critical moments and aspects of thieowmathe perspective

of what they sawnd experiencedVe have written this, while the
echo of the war remains audible and has not died down. We have
tried to document this through the hidden transcripts of the war, left
behind in a landscape of destruction and death.

You,thereader, probably picked up this book to read our findings.
Allow us, for a short moment, to take you on the journey of our
thought process. We consider the Tigray war as a jdardegolate
one, walked in time, not isolated from what transpired befovar,
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and not isolated from what Tigray is to be after the war. We have
attempted to think of this process of change in a systematic way.

We have used the concepts of hysteresis and panarchy, which
together explain change through entédpy process for systems to
become more disordered, if they are not in equilibrium (Abrahamson
& Freedman, 2006). Hysteresis relates to change that occurs in a
system, and that is difficult to reseeA system that enters into an
alternative new form keeps echoing the change that has taken place,
which makes it difficult to revert to the old situation. Panarchy is the
idea that change at one level affexithar.

Hysteresis, a concept originating from the Greek meaaitag
behind, is often defined as a phenomenon in which the response of
a system may be delayed after changes in the cause have occurred
(Bhargava, 2022). It describes the continuous presence of the past
influencing dynamics of the present and future. As suclatutrelig
connected to time, to what wlasforédand @fted It can also be
interpreted as a response conditional on the memory of the system,
both its current and past states (Saké&Jr2011). In psychology this

can be found in the memories of a widgbedavorld wrapped in the
stories about the past, holding the stubborn facts of evidence of a real
life experienced (Loftus, 2013). Bourdieu (1990) used it to refer to a
mismatch betweethe environment that a community is in and the
one the community is adjusted to, explaining it as a false anticipation
of the future based on what the community knows of the past. The
presence of the past in this kind of false anticipation of the future
performed by the habitus of a community is, paradoxically, most
clearly seen when the sense of the probable future is béhed in
habitu$

which embodies (literally) the tension between individual agency and sociz
occupies a position in a field with other habitus, each defined by their diffe
the othe(8oseph, 2020, p. 1)

This is a situation when dispositions aggljilsted to the objective
changes that occur, because the environment the community
encounters is too different from the one to which the community is
adjusted (Bourdieu, 1990, p. 62).



In the context of war, this application of hysteresis is useful when
looking at trauma on an individual and institutional level, leading to
behaviour and values that were formed by the experiences during the
war, but may be mismatched in a-p@stenviroment. However, it

is limiting when it focuses solely on agentic behaviour, omitting the
dynamics of systems at various scales.

The importance of the interlinkages between different scales is at the
core of the concept of panarchy, which focuses on systeqitag
dynamic relationship between change and persistence, and between
what is predictable and what is unpredictable. Panarchy is a concept
that explains how a system, at various scales, can respond to
disturbances it faces, both predictable and urntpi@disuch as

during a walnd how people engage with the situation (Gunderson
and Holling, 2004).

Hysteresis has, for instance, been applied in the targeting of civilians
in armed conflicts through the intensification of lethal behaviour of
armed groups against civilians in prolonged conflict (Lee, 2015).
Therdore, it can help us understand the (violent) actions by armed
troops towards civilians, where the memory of a violent past state
(armed combat) leads to violent behaviour in an enviroimment
which it is not appropriate (according to international conventions),
namelyin civilian settings. This even more clear when looking at

the aggressive behaviour of Eritrean troops in Tighagh were
already trained in conditions of extreme hostility in Eritrea.

On abroaderlevel, for instancen the largescale destruction of
agriculture or healthcare, hysteresis is seen in the lagging behind of
capacity, even after the war has ended. The exponential increase in
the need for food and healthcare, tlaagls to shortageven when
capacity is back to pnar levels.

If we zoom out to the global scale, the application of hysteresis in
conflict becomes increasingly relevant. In Tigray, many ways of raging
war were introduced on a systemic level, such as the complete
destruction of healthcare and the-y\@ar siege, laayg the civilians

in the region with no access to food, water and electricity. These
strategies have resurfaced in other conflicts that have taken centre
stage since, in which hysteresis in war leads to increased atrocities
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towards civilians (Lee, 2015). The plight of civilians in the wars in
Tigray, Sudan and Gaza are related to hysterdgferent scales.

The dynamics leading to the perpetuation of conflict in a region can
be juxtaposedgainsthe agency of the local population in breaking
the cycle througHor instanceresistance and diplomacy (Arendt,
1969). For example, Mac Ginty (2014) embodies this in thengracti

of oeveryday peatdy individuals and collectives living within
conflictaffected societies. While agency is sometimes described as a
static capability of the individual in relation to the surrounding
structure (Campbell, 2009), Emirbayend Mische (1998)
conceptualise it as a temporal process of understanding a situation,
rooted in the past and oriented towards the present and future. The
expression of agency nthys change based on whether one is more
focused on the past, present or future at any given time.

Agency does not operate in isolation. It is the ability to understand
the situation at different levels, and to act upon this understanding.
Panarchy references that adaptive cycles are nested in a hierarchy
across time and spage which accumulations from the past are
available for present renewal and innovation through agentic
capability (Gunderson and Holling, 2004). Both the concepts of
hysteresis and panarchy can provide a lens through which to look at
complex interactionsitwin (social) systemsgtkby capturing the
essence of resilience, adaptation and transformation in evolving
environments (Stocker, 2024).

Hidden transcripts: 0We wanted the womb of Tigrayan
women to beinfertile

Par® forest may serve as a metaphordar& placg adlack hol§

a digital black hole in our modedigital age caused by a
communication blackout and siege. Causing a place to be completely
isolated in the connected globalised world of today is a weapon of
war. The population in Tigray was physically gated by the siege and
digitally gated by the communication bmd. It allowed for those
holding the keys to the gates to negotiate what comes in and what
goes out, whether food, humanitarian aid or information. It allowed
for invading perpetrators, such as the Eritreans, to ramagsit|€)
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as no information came qutvhich allowed them to deny their
presence. It allowed for atrocities to be perpetrated with impunity.

The siege and communication blackout inhibited those living in the
digital back holdrom reacing out and seékg empathy and
solidaritywith others, who did not know of the situation inditle

broke the support systems that enlénesilience, and it stopped

the social, economic and political links that sustained the community.
The purpose of a siege is to break the collective resolve and resilience
of the people in the area under siege

A siege and a digital black hole isolating a people under distress may
aim to create the conditions in which a people appear to have
perished from thg&arth, leaving onleirshadow anthe echo of

voices of the past. It is easy to give up on such a people. The
community has already gone, left witladuture, left without new
beginnings, left without the capacity to create and recreate, produce
and reproduce. In hidden transcripts, the capacity-Jge(rerate
becomes the battlefield.

Traces of intent are left behind in the dark inside. Unbelievably, after
the Tigray war, a doctor retrieved a message wrapped in a plastic sheet
from within the womb of goungTigrayan womawho had been

raped by Eritrean soldiefhie messagtatsthe reason fahe rape

inside her bodfsee Figure 1:1)

Deki Erendje Eritreahare always Heroes

That is how we do! And we will still keep doing this. We s\aint the won
Tigrayan women itafdrtile.

We are stéekirtg revenge you whad teusdn the 1990s

Together with the piece of paper, the doctors found stones that had
been put in the young won@mwomb. On the backside of the same
message, it reads:

We Eritreans, people from Asmara are Heroes

How okiarth can you forget what you have done to us in 09. Even if you dc
it, we will not forget. From now onwards any Tigrayan will not give birth, \
have a baby from a Tigrayan.

We shall make sure you know and we will show you how unforgiving we
dofd leave any [Tigrayan] woman alive from now onwards: just kill them al
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Figure 1.1. Messages found wrapped in plastic in a won@rmvomb
(First published by
https://x.com/XimenaBorrazas/status/17954277839357(®&drieved
from patientds file, saved unc

The message carried in the womb of the woman leaves the echo of
what the war against the Tigrayan peaagpteto telthem:thatthey

had no right to existisingthe derogatory ternd/oyané @Ggameé

ounptah) and 6 dnd@ the people of Tigray were identified as
illegitimate, terrorists, traito@srmer8d of a lesser kind, unworthy

of life.

The statemendéWe want the wonsbof Tigrayan women to be
infertiled (Figure 1.1¥peaks to the hysteresis of war; the transition
into a new state and thear impossibilit transition back to what

was beforelhis statemeratlso speaks to panarchy, the situation that

a transition at one level, affects the reality at all levels. The intent to
ensure that Tigray women will not give birth to new life affects the
hopelessess of thaituation of the Tigray community in the war as

a whole, which carries the consequences of the attack into the future
as a permanent new state.

Hidden transcripts refer to the underlying implicit meaning of
denigrating activity, rendering pegpl@ peoplgo being of a lesser
non-human kind, discourse that is often hidden away from formal
public policy:

Slavery, serfdom, the caste system, colonialism, and racism routinely g
practices and rituals of denigration, insult, and assaults on the body tha
occupy such a large part of the hidden transcript$Sddtieira8&ms.
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Hidden transcripter messages (not necessarily in wriirggalso
delivered bythe destruction o& hospitalor other indispensable
facility. Destruction, unfortunately, is part of warfare, but destruction
that is explicitly meant to (also) harm or exterminate civilians is not
simply warfardut can be characteil as a violation of fundamental
human rights. As such it cannot simply be aaldor @ollateral
damag@as it is often claimed to be. The hidden transergarlying

such actions, intleer words, doesot simply refer tawa but
instead must be read and interpreted as a crime against hamanity,
atrocity crime and/or genocide. The research presented in these
books, contributes to decipher such hidden transcripts in the Tigray
war.

Using the concept of hidden transcripts in this specific way,
intentionally differs from i®riginabmeaningas proposed by Scott
(1992). In the case of this stutg,termhidden transcripts refdo

the underlying, hidden intentions (gygnocide) in semiotic signs
produced by oppressors, whereas Scott (1992) focuses on the
intentions that are hidden in the semiotic signs produced by the
oppressed.

We follow Scott in his observation that attempts to subordinate are
met with resistance. This makes the nature of a future state of a
situation unpredictable. In his boblumankind: A Hopeful History
Rutger Bregmai2019)putlines the effect of the targeting of civilians

in war through the bombing of London and German cities in the
second World War. The idea behind these bombings was to break the
morale and resistance of the BritisdGerman people. Yet what
became obvious, more than anything else, is that the targeting of
civiians in war leads to more resistance and more resilience
(Bregman, 2019). A paper published by Kahhi (2023) on the
resilience of Ukrainians compared with Israelis concluded the
following:

It appears that a war that threatens the independence and sovereignty o
may, under certain conditions, enhance the societal resilience and h
population under risk, despite a lower sense of wellbeing and higher level
sensd danger, and perceivedihmglaitet al 2023p. 7)



These narratives fit well with the resilience shown by manyipeople
Tigray during the war. This resilience was expressed in all layers of
society and included innovative strategies to cope with the extreme
circumstances of siegigernetblackout, and lack of basic supplies.

Yesterday we saidomorrow

The title of this chapter refers to the exhibidsterday we said
Tomorrowd stagedin New Orleans (2020)hich referred to the
album of the avamgarde jazz musician Christian Scott aTunde
Adjuah (2012)Yesterday You said Tomadtrewexhibitiontitled
Prospech, which was helith New Orleansy Marchof 2020 reminds
usof our own situation as researchers of the Tigray war:

In a country that has refused to reconcile with its own history, and in a ci
those contested beliefs play out in the town square, these [researchers]
reconsider our sense of time, our knowledge of history, our use of land, c
objects and rituals, our collective power, and most importantly, the space c
always on the hoi(erth & Nawi, 2021, p. 33)

As was the case in the exhibition, our research resulted from a
dialogue on thdifficult realities we, academics, faced collectively in
2020 when war began. How should we, inside and outside of Tigray,
make sense of the situation? Recognising the challenging situation,
this research was undertaken by all of us together, as afoexgress

the expectations of hope for a better tomorrow.

This book brings together the studies of researchers inside and
outside of Tigray, resulting from collaboration between Mekelle
University, Aksum University, Adigrat University, Great Zimbabwe
University, Tilburg University, Leiden University and uniggrsit
from across the African continent. The researchers participate in the
Research Network Globalisation, Accessibility, Innovation and Care
(GAIC), which investigates the problem of data black, hags
communities that are not connected to the gloteathet Little did

we know, when we started, that we would be separated by a complete
communication blackout for two years. This was research of a black
hole situation in real time and experienced in re@dbreslassie,
2024)



During the tweyear long siege, we investigated the reality separately
from within and outsid@igray The collaboration now uniquely
brings together the work of the researchers who experienced the war
from inside Tigray, with the work of the researchers who experienced
the war from outside Tigray. dithe researchers were engaged with
the situation of the war when it took place, but from different
positionalities and with different types of data.

The researchers outside of Tigray came together in a team that
produces the daily Situation ReportshenHorn of Africa, which

are published by the European External Programme with Africa
(EEPA). Starting on the 17 November 2020, the EEPA Situation
Reports provided a daily bulletin of information from the gréund
often lagging in time. The communicatitachkout, the closure of
thelnternetand the lack of access of journalists made it very difficult
to know what was happening inside Tigray. Establishstgd
channelsand verifying as much as was possible under the
circumstances, the Situation Reports proadeadmmaryf what

was knowrd outsided about the war at the time. Being an almost
daily twepage bulletin, it provides a granular reference to the
developments in time. Many of the events that were first published in
the Situation Repartsuch as the Aksum massacre or the attack on
the Debredamo convent, were later confirnfes$f§, Bachtold,
Gebremichael, &an Reiser2024) The Situation Repgs opened a

small but important gate from Tigray, during the Jibgse reports

were complemented by the important work of other groups of
researchers, tirelessly keeping their gaze on Tigray, focusing on
complementary informationyhich has supported the overall
understandingfahe ward from outside Tigray.

Meanwhileinside Tigraya group of researchers met daily in Ayder
Comprehensive Specialized Hospital of Mekelle University
(Medhanyie & Wuneh, 2024%Yyithstanding the extremely difficult
circumstances of the war and withstanding the many pressures of
survival the researchers and their families faced, keeping their
resilience in the face of difficult circumstances of loss of loved ones
while engagingith the hard realities of the war, they documented,
engaged other scholars and students, collected piawearyand
innovated to increase the communication channels with the outside
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world in a safe way. They walked every day to the university. Without
phone andnternet communication went through chains of people.
This outstanding team made sure that the events of the war were
meticulously described ensuring that people in Tigray were given a
voice to express what thegd experience@edhanyie & Wuneh,
2024)

Midway through the war, the two groups working together, in
separate spaces, succeeded in creating a solid communication line,
through the creativity and repurposing of ICT hardware inside Tigray
creating a connection to the outside world. This was a small victory
of breaking through the black h@Bebreslassigp24)and allowed

the researchers to have weekly meetings to share and discuss their
work and provide mutual support. We established daily connections
making intimacies possible across the confines of physical boundaries
(Nyamnjoh, 2015). The Mekdigsed teaneven presented their

work virtually at the European Development Days in June 2021.
Work was also presented in online webinars, allowing for discussions
from the inside of locked Tigray with the outside world. This
forbidden representation from witfiigray to the outside world felt
momenbus The EEPA webinars focused on the massacres, sexual
violence, the destruction of religious plasdgiousartefacts and
historic monuments, the destruction of the health care system, and
the destruction of farms and famine. Researchers from other groups
took place in the debategichhelped to validate initial findings.

This discussion over thieternetfrom our separated places to a
public audience set a pathway in which we felt comfortable to
interrogate each other, explore how things were recorded, narrated,
andremembereds well as forgotters well ahiow we could cross

over from the individual experience to a collective sense and meaning.
Following the war, the two groups started the work of triangulati

the data available from within Tigray with those recorded outside
Tigray. In some instances, this led to wdaborations in which new
teams were formed that crosschecked all the available data. The
collaboration led to new insights from both sides.

Most importantly and foremost, this research wants to publish the
work of the researchers in Tigraybring forth the voice of the
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people in Tigray, who were completely silenced by the siege. It brings
together empirical studies, which analyse different facets of the war.
Comparing the work of the two teams in their separate locations has
helped to reach common understanding. Hemisepitoject is the

result of a composition:

It integrates what in the original may have been divergent, synthesizes diffe
of information, and plays different order of experience against one anothe
the hafbrgotten back tq.lifeAnd it creates a consecutive narrative out of
fragments, imposing order on chaos, and producing images far clearer thal
could bg&amuel, 2012, p. xxiii)

After the war we continued to meet every week. We asked each other
to explain what material was collected when, where, by whom, how it
was analysed and what the basis was for conclusions presented. We
also identified what was missing and whatbkan left out. All
chapters were reviewed by at least two blind peer reviewers, who are
independent academics not engaged with the retesancitself.

The studywas localised in the Tigray region,nibghern region of
Ethiopia, which shares a thous&ilometrelong border with
Eritrea. Under the constitution of Ethiopia, Tigray is a regional state
thatborders AmharRegional tatein the South and Afdkegional
Satein the East. West of Tigray is Sudan.

Research timeline: 2018 - 2024

Figure 1.2. Research location and timeline

The study covers the period of the war #iddovember 2020, when
the Ethiopian government declared adadorder operatiom the
region up to 3 November 2022 when the Pretoria Agreement on
Cessation of Hostiliti€betweernthe Ethiopian government and the
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Tigray Peopé® Liberation Front, the political party leading the Tigray
region was implementedhe study traces the lead up to the war,
especially the Peace Agreement between Eritrea and Ethiopia, which
was signed in July 2018. It identifies the participants in the war. It
engages with what is now left of the war, such as the graffiti on the
wallsand the damaged infrastructure and cultural herigdigas
messages to the future.

All researchers who engaged in this stedgh one of thedwere
courageous and fearless. During and after the war, the situation was
often dangeroufesearchers were threatedesme of them still

are. The situation affected everyama personal level, while the fate

of family members was unknown, loved ones died and the
experiences of the war were deeply traumatising. To investigate the
circumstances, meant engaging with the trauma of ourselves and of
others.So as nota live in the pain caused dxistential loss, every

one of udadto find a way of moving forwards (Van der Kolk, 2014),
renouncing much of the baggage of thegmateimbramgthe future
(Gleick, 1998).

We became a strong group with one purpose. We had to understand
our own interpretation to transparently sengtiseworld tothe
situation. To interrogate the findings meant accepting dothers
intelligibility of the situation. We I|datinat this was a productive
performative work and that it was multidirectional. We had to give up
any competitive sense towards one absolute claiime @ruth
(Rothberg, 2009). We synchron@eminda common direction to
break through the silence of the siege, we syrsgdoon the
methodology of academic rigour and we synchronisetabwas

in our heak We admit, wholeheartedly, that we cared (Pink, 2018).
We are not ashamed of it. Today, as we present the results of this
collective work to you here, we, like Misghe, the Eritreavh&id

flees from his country in the bowkmid the Chaas(Mogos, 2016),

we feel shakehbut also grateful, for a shared moment of clarity.

Organisation of this book

This study is divided into thréeoks. In the firsbook we focus on

what we refer as tidgysteres@®f war: this relates to the question of

fundamental change in Tigray that was caused by the war. Most
13



importantly, thid®ook deals with the question whether the war was
inflicted with genocidal intent. The legal answer to this question, is
presented at tHéhapterl3of thisvolume.

To make sense of the war, we need to understand the actors in the
war, the perpetrators, the timelines and turning perctsvhat were
expressed as the aims of involvement. The $tadlsfrom the
understanding that atrocities are perpetrated with the aim to break the
resilience of a group and fundamentally alter their existence,
preferably to the point of naxistence. To what extent the war
succeedeith doing so is an important questiavhichwe reflect on

in this wlume.

In the secondrolume we explore how the war impacted Tigray
society at all levels, examining how changes at different levels
informed each other through the concept of panévamyReisen &
Mawere, 2024)The third volume (Van Reisen, Medhanyie &
Mawere, 2024dopts an agentic view of resilience: How did the
people of Tigray perceive their situation, despite being unable to
communicate it to the outside world? How did they respond to being
trapped in a digital blackout and under siege? And how didpéey c
with the emerging circumstances? While these books document the
heartbreaking destruction, massacres, and assaults on human dignity,
they also highlight examples of creativity and speak to the human
capacity to survive and innovate in the face oesasreersity.

The genesis and general overview of the war is discussed in the
Chapter 2, @Game Ovean Key Markers of the Tigray War in
Redefining the Regidiny Melicherovét al (2024)They trace key
moments that are decisive in the war. This chapter identifies the key
periods of the war and the preparations for it. It also identifies the
key actors ithe war This chaptefocates the first turning point
towards the waasJanuary 2018, when Eritrean president Isayas
warns in a speedh:Ga me 0 v e Presidéiblsayas tréatens

the Tigray leadership and populatanich hereferred to with the
derogatory terrWoyané and defines them as a target.

In Chapter3, &rom Hidden to Open War in Tigray: Structural and
Proximate Causg$sebreslassie and Van Re(@824)look at the
causes of the war, pointing to regional aspirations leading to
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preparationsor war from at least 2018 onwards, and with evets
earlier. The chapter demystifies the war asaatbovder operation

and shows thahe dynamics of serious conflict caused the war to
erupt, including claims on the situation made from neighbouring
Eritrea.

Tesfa and Van Reisgt024) describe the involvement of Eritrea in

the war inChapter4, &egional War by Design: The Involvement of
Eritrea in the Tigray W@&r he authors conclude that the involvement

of Eritrea, which was denied in the first five months of the war, was
systematic and deliberate. Not only was Eritrea involved in the war
duringthe wholdime, it was also involved in the design of it. Warning
Tigray in January 2018 with the slog@ame over Woyang
President Isayas detailed the reasmas circumstances of the
upcoming demise of Tigray, maskedi?Beae Agreement concluded

in July 2018 with Prime Minister Abiy, after he came to power in
Ethiopia in April 2018. The timeline suggests a key role of President
Isayas in the formulation of a plan to confront Tigray.

In Chapter 5,0Veaponising the Media: Exploring the Role of
Ethiopian National Media in the Tigray §Maeb & Tesfa (2024)
discuss the way in which the war was framed by the Ethiopian media
with the dissemination of ethiliased hate speech.isTbhapter
discusses the different frames that were exploited, which
dehumanised the Tigray population, while contributing to drum up
support for the war. These tools not only served to defend the war
being waged on Tigray, but also led to increased vitemacds
Tigrayans anywhere in Ethiopia. They further find that the
communications blackonteantthat Tigray could not defend itself
against the false allegations and sentiments of hatred communicated
in thepropaganda artthtespeech.

In Chapter6, d~amine as a Weapon in the Tigray Wather®iegé
Kahsay(2024)describes the evidence of how food production was
deliberately undermined and other pathways to food security were
systematically blocked. This included the blocking of salaries, bank
transfers, and support from relatives outside Tigray. It mh¢chede
destruction of farming tools, culling of flock and displacement of
farmers. It also included the blockade of humanitarian assistance. The
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communication blockade ensufetinformation on the famine was

not available imternational media. The authors conclude that the
Ethiopian authorities were well aware of the famine in ,Thgitay

that the siege was a deliberate attempt to use famine as a weapon in
the war and asks the question whether the perpetration of genocide
was aided by the deliberate undermining of the ability of the
population to survive the war through the deliberattion of a
famine.

In Chapter 7@odies for Battle Fields: Systematic Use of Rape as a
Weapon of War in Tigi@dKidanuand VarReiser{2024 discusshe

use ofgendefbasedviolence as a weapon. Investigating the modus
operandi, the author finds rape was used in a systematic and deliberate
manner to instil fear. The perpetration included all allied forces of the
Ethiopian National Defee Force (ENDF), including the Eritrean
military. Sexual violence was used to traumatise, infect people with
HIV, and cause infertilitly Tigrayan women. The rgpad a sadistic
character and left a deep traumatic physical and mental impact on
women and their families, led to collective trauma, undermining the
fabric of society. The authors conclude that the modus operandi
warrants a further investigation into the genocidal intent of the rape.

In Chapter8, @Vultures wer€irclingthe Area®: Massaceduring

the Tigray Wér Tesfa, Béachtold, Gebremichael and Van Reisen
(2024a)discuss the massacres that took place during the war,
triangulatingevidence across different sources, and finding patterns
in the modus operandi: the execution of men, the rape of women, the
restriction of buriaJsand violence based on ethnicity and religio
The chapter also discusses the perpetrators of the madsacres
Eritrean, Ethiopian and Amhara soldéessd their hostility towards
victims based on ethnicity and religious practices. The violence of the
massacres appeared to be systematic and coordinated.

In Chapter9, @ hrowing bodies into the Tekeze River: Assessment of
MassacrésTesfa, Bachtold, Gebremichael, and Van REi324b)

study the massacres using a databagaledoy Ghent University
whichmapped 478 civilian killing events during the Tigray er

study finds that casualties by targeted executions were greater than
those from active conflict. It also investigates the recurrence of
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massacres in the same location, finding that 76% of massacres
occurredin the same pladeetween 2 and 12 times. The findings
indicatehe systematic targeting of civilians. The massacres occurred
under a communication blackout which prevented media from
publishingnformation onthem. The Eritrean presence was denied
whichallowed Eritreasywho claimed to be under instruction to Kill
civilians, to conduct these massacres with impunity.

Chapterl0, @Followers of théevils Code 666: The Writing on

the Wall of aihntent to Eradicate a Pedpley Tesfa, Van Reisen and
Medhanyi€2024)investigates graffiti and signs left in public spaces
by soldiers who invaded Tigray, as well as in a school and hospital.
The analysis shows the strong hostile feelings by the invading military
forces towards Tigrayans, with messages and slogansgjuiséfiyi
eradication. Most graffiti and sg¢ned to dissociate Tigrayans from

the rest of Ethiopianobilise for the eradication of Tigrayans, and
spread fear against tpewebheld by Tigrayans. An undercurrent
emerging in the graffisiof Tigray people not being human, and even
associatedith theDevil, shownga mindset that prepares for killing

and eradication without mercy.

In Chapter 11@ he Turning Points towards the Unequal Protection

of Eritrean Refugees in Ethiopia: From Protection to Abdgction
Melicherovg2024)nvestigates the perpetration of the abduction of
Eritrean refugees from Tigray territory where the refugees had
previously received international protectidrom the political
persecution by theritrean regime. In the chaptdelicherova finds

that the destruction by Eritrea of four refugee camps, hasting
estimated.0Q000 Eritrean refugeesets an exdordinary precedent

that has not happened before, and which is an egregious violation of
international law concerning the protection of refugees. The refugees
were taken from the camps by force and repatriated to Eritrea, where
they disappeared. Melichereoncludes that some wiengrisoned,

and others were cynically deployed by Etidréghtin the Tigray

war, by force, against the very region that had hosted them as
refugees.

In Chapterl2,@He hadOrders, andHis Superiors wer@®utside:
StrategidRape asGenocide in Tigr@yKidanu and Tefer§2024)
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conclude that rapduring the wain Tigray was conducted with the
explicit intent to make women infertilae authorgound that the
sexual violence in Tigray was committed systematically and
deliberatelycharacterised by a clear intertiasommit violence and
destoythe Tigrayan ethnicity, includimgserious bodily and mental
harm, the blocking of access to essential services, including health
services, and acts intended to prevent births within the Tigrayan
population. The evidence shows that the rape was carried out with
systemat and deliberate intent aprtheorders of the superiors of

the soldiers. The perpetrators included both Ethiopian and Eritrean
military.

In Chapter 13the concluding chaptdny Tefera(2024)entitled
d@senocidal Intent in the Tigray War: Establishing Reasonable
GroundsBased on Evidengthe legal case is preserfite@enocide,
concluding that the evidence provides reasonable ground
investigate the war in Tigraya@enocide. The evidence provides a
clear rationale of intent. There is a consistent pattern of execution,
which is ordered and supported from the highest level of the
governments involved in the planning, preparationxaedt®n of

it. These acts included etrdicial killings, large scale sexual
violence, deliberate deprivation of resources indispensable for
survival, and the expulsion of ethnic Tigrayans from their homes, all
of which fall under the prohibited actshaf crime of genocide. The
perpetrators are identified as the ENDF, Eritrean military and
regional Amhara forces. The legal obligation to investigate the crime
of genocide restwith the international community to ensure
persecution of all carrying resgibility for the crime.

Principal findings

Comparing findings from across the chapters in thevbiteaes

some important elements emerge that are essential to comprehend
the Tigray war. We focus on four elements. Firstly, the new political
reality that providethe contextof the Tigray war and which has
resulted in a new political situation as a consequence of the war. This
reflects hysteresis and panarchy. Secondly, the timeline of the Tigray
war, which seems to begin as early as January 2018, even before the
inauguration oPrime minister Abiy Ethiopia, with the defition
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of a strategyoGame over Woyané, set out by Eritreapresident
Isayas. Thirdly, the secret involvement of Eritrea in the war and its
preparations, which emedl@es a critical actor related to every aspect

of the war and of its consequences., Amally, despite the imposed
situation of Tigray as a black hole under siege and communication
blockade, the release of information and voice, calling for justice,
accountability and demonstrating creative agency to build back better.

A new political reality

On 3 April 2018Abiy Ahmed was appointed Prime Minister of the
Ethiopian Peopte Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF), the
ruling coalition in Ethiopia at the time. On the 23 June a grenade was
thrownatthe stage where the Prime Minister was sitting during a rally
that took place in Addis Abdb&leskelSquare. Shortly after the
explosion the crowd began to chiglnwn downWoyané, accusing
Tigrayansof havng plotted the assassination attempt on Prime
Minister Abiy (The East African, 2018). Thelatteas associated in

the media with the then recent announcement of the initiative of
peace with Eritrea (The Guardian, 2018).

Thiswas aprelude to the political shithich on 1 December 2019
replaces the ruling Ethiopi#eopl& Revolutionary Democratic
Front (EPRDF) with the new Prosperity Party (PP). The TPLF, at
that point representing the Tigragional governmerdid not join

the EPRDF. In addition, the Tignagional governmeatgued that

the constitution should be followed, and that this stipulated that new
elections ahefederal and regional state level should be held in 2020.
Prime Minister Abiy did not followis argument. He justified the
decision to postpone electiahge tothe COVID-19 situation. The
Regional Government of Tigray, led by the TPLF, decided
differently, and held elections on 9 September 2020. This caused
further friction between Tigray athe Ethiopian federal leadership.

Thisincreased tension led to a number of evetiishculminated
in the declaration of lawandorder operatiorby the Ethiopian

2None of those convicted and charged were of Tigrayan origin (BBC, 2018; Kassa,
2021)
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government on the Tigray region on 4hdovember 2020 The
military operation led immediately to alfidivn warwith several
invading military partié@¥lelicherovét al 2024; Gebreslassi®&/&n
Reisen2024; Kassa, 202lh) May 2021 the TPLF was designated as

a terrorist organisation. Following the signing of the Pretoria
Cessation of Hostilities Agreement 2rNovember 2022, the
designation ahe TPLF as terrorist organisation was removed on

23 March 2023. A new regional government was installed in Tigray,
led by President Getachew Reda, previously the senior advisor and
spokesperson of the TPLF during ther \and negotiator of the
Pretoria Cessation of Hostilities Agreement for the TPLF.

The war in Tigray was the resul
relations with the Tigray region. The sense of not being protected by
the Ethiopian government, but, instead, being attacked by the
Ethiopian allied forces, undoubtedly left strong feahnggray.

This included the questioning of belonging and left an expectation
among the Tigray population that more independence and autonomy
would resolve causes of future coniGetbrewahet al 2024; Claes,

2024). The Tigray war has undoubtedlyedt@anew political reality

in Ethiopiad a new situation, with new sensitivities and new
dynamics. We could refer to this outcome as the hysteresis of war.

3 Although it is claimed that the war stattedhight before, on 3 November, when
the federal government of Ethiogant commandos to Mekell8RG1047,
EEPA, 2021, SR4)
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Hysteresis

3 April 2018 |

| 23June2018 | 1Dec.2019 | 9Sept. 2020 |

Abiy Ahmed is

inaugurated as

Prime Minister of

Bombs explode in : EPRDF is replaced = Elections in Tigray

Mesquel square.
TPLF is designated

by the Prosperity
Party (PP), TPLF

EPRDF by the government |  does not join PP
as orchestrator and
as ‘terrotist’ group
| 4Nov.2020 | | May2021 | 3Nov.2022  22March2023 23 March 2023

)

TPLF is removed

wt—@— =

Declaration of | TPLF is designated | Peace Agreement Installation of

Law-and-Order | as a terrorist group | signed between from the list of regional
Operation by PM Ethiopia Federal terrorist government.
Abiy in Tigray Government and organisations TPLF senior
TPLF advisor Getachew

Reda is appointed
Regional
Administrator of
the Interim
Regional
Administration of
Tigray

Figure 13. Political eventsin Ethiopia & Tigray relations

Timeline of the Tigray War

The slogan used in the Ww&ame oveWoyanéwas introduced by
President Isayasf Eritrea, prior to the appointment of Prime
Minister Abiy in EthiopigMelicherovét al 2024; Tesfa &an
Reisen2024a)The slogan was introduced in a spbgdPresident
Isaya®n 14 January 20M8elicherovét al 2024 identifgOcritical
junctures in the Tigray waigure 1.4.).
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Figure 1.4. Overview of critical points in the Tigray war
Created baseMlelicherva et al. 2024

Prime Minister Abiy was appointedme minster of Ethiopian

April 2018. A Peace Agreement between Ethiopia and Eritrea was
signed in July 2018. The cordewit the Peace Agreementvéa
remained secret. On the 4 Novemi292Q the Ethiopian
government declared5 k & ; UY & ®B", a dawandorder
operatio which was later changed®5 k U Y x&VEE- & B "

‘law enforcement and existential operataonll November 2020
(EBC, 2020n, 0:00:47).

However, he warhad already bem on the 3November (UN
International Commission of Human Rights Experts on Ethiopia,
2022; Van Reisen, 2021; Van Retseal 2021) with a series of
preparations leading up tONtelicherové&t al 2024; Gebreslassie &
Van Reisern2024; Kassa, 202&dllowing the military operations in
Tigray by the ENDF and allied forces, including Amhara regional
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