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Figure 1.1. Messages found wrapped in plastic in a woman’s womb 

(First published by 

https://x.com/XimenaBorrazas/status/179542778393570968) (Retrieved 

from patient’s file, saved under special protection) 

 

Figure 1.2. Research location and timeline 

https://x.com/XimenaBorrazas/status/179542778393570968
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Figure 1.3. Political events in Ethiopia – Tigray relations 
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Figure 1.4. Overview of critical points in the Tigray war  

Created based on Melicherva et al. 2024 



5 

 

Figure 1.5. Overview of the operation ‘Game Over’ targeting Tigray 
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Figure 1.6. Overview of tipping points in Eritrea-Ethiopia relations 

between 1998 and 2022 

 

Figure 1.7. Game Over (@alex_temelso, 20 January, 2023) 
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Figure 1.8. Critical points in the designation of genocide in the 

Tigray war 
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Figure 2.1. Eritrean troops retreating from West Tigray with the 

motto: Game Over (Alex T, 2023)1 

 
1 The picture was posted by an apparent supporter of the Eritrean campaign in 
Tigray (@alex_temelso, 20 January, 2023, on Twitter (X) with the title: “This is 
EDF (Aradom) leaving Tigray after the defeat of TPLF with our motto Game 
Over” (published on: 
https://x.com/alex_temelso/status/1616422065715961860). Accessed 27 May 
2024) 

https://x.com/alex_temelso/status/1616422065715961860
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Figure 2.2. Critical transition of the alternative regime after the 

outbreak of Tigray war 

(Adapted by Stocker (2024) from Scheffer et al., 2012) 
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Figure 2.3. Timeline of tipping points in the Tigray War 

 

 

Figure 3.1. Conceptual linkages between conflict,  

violence and peace 

Source: Galtung (1990), pp. 291–305 
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Figure 3.2. Cycle of violence 

Source: Galtung (2000) 

 

Figure 3.3. Overview of data collected and used in the study 
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Figure 3.4. Trajectory of the war in Tigray 

Source: Developed by the authors for this chapter 

 

Figure 4.1. Overview of data collected and used in the study 
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Figure 4.2. Slogan written on wall of Gerhu Sirnay Hospital, which 

was destroyed by the Eritrean Defence Forces  

(Photograph by DT captured on 9 July 2023) 
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Figure 4.3. Timeline of Tigray war 
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Figure 5.1. Overview of data collected and used in this study 

 

Figure 6.1. Theoretical framework  

(Adapted from Messer, 1991; Kaldor, 2013; and Mundy, 2017) 
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Figure 7.1. Overview of data collected and used in this study 

 

Figure 7.2. The perpetrators of the sexual violence based on counts 

of reports in the EEPA Situation Reports 
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Figure 8.1. Method of data collection and interview locations 

 

 

Figure 9.1. Methodology 
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Figure 9.2. Number of casualties per year 

(Ghent University ‘Every Casualty Counts’ database, compiled by authors) 

 

Figure 9.3. Frequency of massacre incidents in each town/woreda 

(Ghent University ‘Every Casualty Counts’ database, compiled by authors) 
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Figure 9.4. Map of massacre sites in the period 4 November to 20 

December 2022 
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Figure 9.5. Perpetrators and number of civilians killed in massacres 

in the period 4 November 2020 to 31 December 2020  

(Ghent University ‘Every Casualty Counts’ database, compiled by authors) 

 

Figure 9.6. Perpetrators and number of civilians killed in massacres 

in the period 1  January to 31 December 2021  

(Ghent University ‘Every Casualty Counts’ database, compiled by authors) 
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Figure 9.7. Perpetrators and number of civilians killed in massacres 

in the period 1 January to 20 December 2022  

(Ghent University ‘Every Casualty Counts’ database, compiled by authors) 
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Figure 9.8. Perpetrators and number of civilians killed in massacres 

in the period 4 November 2020 to 20 December 2022  

(Ghent University ‘Every Casualty Counts’ database, compiled by authors) 
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Figure 9.9. General categorisation of modus operandi period 4 

November 2020 to 20 December 2022  

(Ghent University ‘Every Casualty Counts’ database, compiled by authors) 
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Figure 9.10. Massacre modus operandi period 4 November to 31 

December 2020  

(Ghent University ‘Every Casualty Counts’ database, compiled by authors) 
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Figure 9.11. Massacre modus operandi period 1 January to 31 

December 2021  

(Ghent University ‘Every Casualty Counts’ database, compiled by authors) 
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Figure 9.12. Massacre modus operandi period 1 January to 20 

December 2022 

(Ghent University ‘Every Casualty Counts’ database, compiled by authors) 
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Figure 9.13. Massacre modus operandi during the Tigray war period 

4 November 2020 to 20 December 2022  

(Ghent University ‘Every Casualty Counts’ database, compiled by authors) 

 

 

Figure 10.1. Overview of data collected and used in the study 
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Figure 10.2. Frequency per item positively scored off the graffiti 

writings in Emperor Yohannes School (n=83) 

 

Figure 10.3. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School: Emperor 

Yohannes was a junta. Woyane is its junior 

(Captured on 27 December 2020) 
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Figure 10.4. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School 

(Captured on 27 December 2020) 

 

Figure 10.5. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School: they are 

countryless 

(Captured on 15 April 2021) 
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Figure 10.6. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School: Land of 666 

(Captured on 28 December 2020) 

 

Figure 10.7. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School: The Ignorant 

Leadership 

(Captured on 28 December 2020) 

 

Figure 10.8. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School: Learned from 

Emperor Yohannes 

(Captured on 28 December 2020) 
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Figure 10.9. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School: Have a nice 

class 

(Captured on 27 December 2020) 

 

Figure 10.10. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School: Betrayal 

(Captured on 27 December 2020) 
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Figure 10.11. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School: Tigray Special 

Forces is dead 

(Captured on 28 December 2020) 

 

Figure 10.12. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School: Tigrayans will 

never be a leader again 

(Captured on 27 December 2020) 
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Figure 10.13. Graffiti on the wall of the looted Emperor Yohannes 

School: Woyane is dead 

(Captured on 15 April 2021) 

 

Figure 10.14. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School: The dreams 

of Woyane is destroying history 

(Captured on 27 December 2020) 
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Figure 10.15. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School: Game Over 

Woyane 

(Captured on 28 December 2020) 

 

Figure 10.16. Banner on a truck, carrying Eritrean soldiers 

(@alex_temelso, on Twitter [X], Jan 20, 2023) 
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Figure 10.17. Eritreans in the diaspora singing about the war in 

Tigray (@HeranTigray. Twitter [X], Jan 20, 2023) 

 

Figure 10.18. Frequency of language employed in the graffiti in 

Emperor Yohannes School (n=83) 
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Figure 10.19. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School: English 

language  

(Captured on 27 December 2020) 

 

Figure 10.20. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School: General 

Military Department of Agazi Commando and Special Forces 

(Captured on 28 December 2020) 
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Figure 10.21. List of soldiers found in Emperor Yohannes School 

(Captured on 17 April 2021) 

 

Figure 10.22. Graffiti on the wall of Gerhu Sirnay Hospital. Tigrinya: 

Eritrea is winning. Hopeless Woyane 

(Captured on 9 July 2023) 
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Figure 10.23. Overview of pictures of the destruction of Gerhu Sirnay 

Hospital 

(Captured on 9 July 2023) 

 

Figure 10.24. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School: Bedbug tsila 

(Captured on 28 December 2020) 
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Figure 10.25. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School: The tribe of 

poverty 

(Captured on 28 December 2020) 

 

Figure 10.26. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School: There is no 

hunger in Tigray 

(Captured on 28 December 2020) 

 

Figure 10.27. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School: Sexually 

explicit graffiti 

(Captured on 15 April 2021) 
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Figure 10.28. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School: Looting the 

country’s resources 

(Captured on 15 April 2021) 

 

Figure 10.29. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School 

(Captured on 28 December 2020) 
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Figure 10.30. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School: Tigrayan the 

donkey 

(Captured on 27 December 2020) 

 

Figure 10.31. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School 

(Captured on 28 December 2020) 
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Figure 10.32. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School: To trust 

Tigrayan is after you killed and buried them 

(Captured on 27 December 2020) 

 

Figure 10.33. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School: The 

Coronavirus of the world 

(Captured on 27 December 2020) 

 

Figure 10.34. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School 

(Captured on 17 April 2021) 
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Figure 10.35. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School: TPLF – 

patient 

(Captured on 17 April 2021) 

 

Figure 10.36. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School: 0+0=0 

(Captured on 17 April 2021) 

 

Figure 10.37. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School: Learning is 

burning 

(Captured on 17 April 2021) 
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Figure 10.38. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School: useless 

ethnocentrists 

(Captured on 15 April 2021) 

 

Figure 10.39. Graffiti from Emperor Yohannes School: Now, the 

remaining task we have is to eradicate Tigrayans 

(Captured on 17 April 2021) 
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Figure 10.40. Pretoria Nightclub: Pretoria Night Club 

(Captured on 9 September 2023) 

 

Figure 11.1. Steps in critical event analysis  

(Adapted from Milkoreit, 2022) 
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Figure 11.2. Overview of data collected and used  

 

Figure 12.1. Messages found wrapped in plastic in a woman’s womb 

(First published by 

https://x.com/XimenaBorrazas/status/179542778393570968) (Retrieved 

from patient’s file, saved under special protection) (Van Reisen et al., 

2024) 

https://x.com/XimenaBorrazas/status/179542778393570968
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Figure 12.2. Data collected and used in this study 


