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of the interviews were held with more than one person at a time. This 
included 11 focus group interviews. Two-thirds of the interviewees 
were male. Of the respondents interviewed, 33 were experts/resource 
persons; 3 were smugglers; and 283 were refugees/migrants (89%). 
Of the refugees/migrants, 128 had been trafficked in Libya. Two-
thirds of the refugees and migrants interviewed were aged between 
20 and 40 years. The majority of the interviewees (n=203) were 
Eritrean. Other interviewees were from: Cameroon, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Gambia, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Mali, 
Nigeria, Senegal, Somalia, Sudan and Tunisia. The interviews were 
held in Belgium, Italy, Ethiopia, Kenya, Libya, the Netherlands, 
Niger, Sudan, Tunisia, and online. The majority of interviewees were 
in Tunisia (n=83), Sudan (n=73), Niger (n=54) and the Netherlands 
(n=48). 

After analysing all interviews, the interviews with migrants and 
refugees who had been trafficked in Libya (n=128) were used for 
closer analysis. These were coded and labelled according to the 
Libyan cities they had travelled through and the money they paid to 
reach the next destination. A second coding and labelling was 
conducted in parallel on detention facilities. All detention facilities 
described by the interviewees have been indexed and coded using the 
labels: city; type of detention facility (official, unofficial, departure 
point); name of the place; who worked there; who the detainees were; 
the number of interviewees who mentioned the place; the nationality 
of interviewee; date of detention; the mention of killings, torture, 
forced labour, sexual violence, starvation, disease, or connections 
with human trafficking networks (for official detention centres); the 
impact of the war in Libya on the interviewee; complaints about 
NGOs and UN agencies (yes/no); and other. This coding and 
labelling allowed the author to compare across testimonies and 
highlight the places where different interviewees met in different 
places and identify if they were imprisoned together, among other 
things. 



399 
 
 

Figure 10.2. Overview of interview statistics5 

 

 
 
5 Some interviewees are noted as both expert and refugee/migrant, but only 
counted once towards the interviewee total. 
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for migrants and refugees from Chad. This route is mainly used by 
West African and Sudanese migrants and refugees and passes through 
the gold mines in the north of the country (Interviewee 1104, 
interview with Wirtz, face-to-face, March 2022).  

Although the number of migrants using the southern route is 
impossible to calculate, in a survey conducted by the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) over a year in 2020, a total of 
40,886 outgoing migrants, going mainly to Libya, were registered in 
Niger, while a total of 9,756 migrants going to Libya were registered 
in Chad (IOM, 2021b). 

Figure 10.3. Migration hubs along the southern route 
(Source: Based on primary data and created from Map data ©2022 

Google) 
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drivers and Chadian armed groups. Some were kidnapped by Chadian 
armed groups and sold to human traffickers. The destinations 
mentioned by the interviewees who took this route were Kufra, 
Ajdabiya, Bani Walid, Shwayrif, Brak, Ishlavia and Umm al Aranib.  

Figure 10.4. Migration hubs along the south-eastern route  
(Source: Based on primary data created from Map data ©2022 Google) 

Kufra 
Kufra is an oasis town in the south of Cyrenaica region in Libya. It is 
isolated in the Sahara desert. The city is surrounded by gardens 
dedicated to agriculture. There are two official detention centres in 
Kufra: one managed by the DCIM and one established and 
maintained by the municipal government (Malakooti, 2019).  
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Kufra is an important migration hub. It is the first stopover for 
migrants and refugees who enter Libya from Sudan, sometimes via 
Chad. Most of these migrants and refugees are Eritrean, Ethiopian, 
Somali, Sudanese, and Chadian, but other nationalities are also 
present. When, asked about the nationality of migrants and refugees 
in Libya, a representative of the World Organisation Against Torture 
(OMCT) answered:  

I think there are all nationalities there. There are even North Koreans. North 
Koreans I think the only places in the world where you can find them are Venezuela 
and Libya. I am not joking! In Kufra, there are North Koreans by the way! 
(Interviewee 1105, interview with Wirtz, face-to-face, March 2022) 

The majority of the Eritreans interviewed for the purpose of this 
chapter transited through Kufra. In or around the city, there are many 
places (sheds, farms and warehouses) where people on the move are 
received and divided according to their traffickers. One interviewee 
shared the following: 

We reached Kufra. They brought us to a warehouse outside of the city, in farmland. 
I stayed there one night. They separated us; the people from the truck, to different 
places. Everybody has a different smuggler. I followed the way of my smuggler with 
other migrants. (Interviewee 1021, interview with Wirtz, face-to-face, 
November 2019) 

In most cases, the interviewees explained that they spent a few days 
in Kufra and were then transferred to other cities, where they became 
victims of human trafficking for ransom.  

However, people are also held in holding camps and warehouses in 
the city, which are not in any way run by the government. Eight 
different places were mentioned by the interviewees. Holding 
between 70 and 750 detainees, these are places where human 
trafficking for ransom is practised. The conditions in those places 
(also called warehouses by the interviewees) were reported to be 
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Interviewees who fell into the hands of human traffickers in Shwayrif 
mentioned starvation, lack of hygiene, disease, beating, and sexual 
violence. One mentioned that several detainees died of hunger 
(Interviewee 0016, interview with Smits, face-to-face, July 2019). 

After their transit in Shwayrif, the interviewees were brought to 
Sabratha, Bani Walid or Tripoli.  

Western route (from Algeria)  

Algeria is a working destination for many West African migrants and 
refugees. They save money there, before returning home or 
continuing their journey to Libya or Morocco. From the north of 
Algeria, the crossing of the Mediterranean Sea to Spain or Italy is also 
organised. The interviewees who had passed through Algeria 
described a difficult situation, in which they are constantly chased by 
the police who arrest illegal migrants and deport them to the border 
with Niger in the desert. 

There are two important crossing points between Algeria and Libya. 
The first is at Ghat, in the south-west of Libya, which is used by 
people travelling towards Sabha. The second is at Gadamis, in 
western Libya, and is used by people who wish to continue their 
journey to Tripoli or coastal cities in Libya.  

As this research was conducted in Niger, Sudan and Tunisia, this is 
not one of the routes studied. However, in the course of the research, 
five people were interviewed, originally from West Africa, who had 
crossed the border between Algeria and Libya through Gadamis. 
According to them, the smugglers who work on this border are from 
Algeria, Libya and various West African countries. They collaborate 
and are organised in networks. The price of the trip is negotiated in 
Algeria before departure. In 2018 and 2019, it varied between EUR 
120 and 600, depending on the destination.  

The crossing of the border often starts at Debdeb, in Algeria. Two 
interviewees, a couple from Guinea, explained the conditions under 
which they made the journey: 


















































































