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Chapter 4

Human Trafficking Connecting to
Terrorism and Organ Trafficking:
Libya and Egypt

Mirjam Van Reisen & Meron Estefanos

| can't expect to be treated fairly in this country if | wasn't treated respectfu
own country [Eritrea]. If my countrymen can't help me, no one can. Because
we take is illegal, we can't do anything.
(Interview Estefanos with2, faceto-face, 26 September 2015)

Introduction

This chapter looks at the connection between human trafficking,
terrorism and organ trafficking with a geographic focus on Libya and
Egypt. Since 2014, the political situations in kibgeEgypt have

been evolving rapidly. With the overthrow of President Gadhafi in
Libya in 2011, conflict between the militia and various fighting
factions has resulted in civil war and great instability. In Egypt,
President Hosni Mubarak resigned in 2011 as a result of the ‘Arab
Spring’ uprising. His successor, President Mohamed Morsi was
replaced by General Abdel Fatt&igl in 2013, the third president

in as many years.

In both countries, new practices of human trafficking have
emerged. In Libya, the new modus operandi involves state military
alongside terrorismelated milita and organisations, with an
increasing number of groups and factions jostling for power. In
Egypt, there are concerns about the Egyptian government’s
collaboration with Eritreancthe deportation of Eritrean refugees.
There are also reports of organ trafficking associated with the
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trafficking of Eritrean and other refugees in Egypt (Mekonnen and
Estefanos, 2011).

Following the overthrow of President Gadhafi in Libya in 2011,
for a brief period, Libya provided a new route to the Mediterranean
Sea for Eritrean refugees. However, in February 2015, Islamic State
(ISIS published a video in which Christian refugees were beheaded
(Black 2015), showing that it had gained foothold in Libya. The
majority of victims shown in the video were later recognised as
Eritrean or EthiopianLoveluck 2015). Vice (2015) reported that
hundreds of Eritrean migrants were being held in Libyan migrant
prisons, as the country was increasingly becosmiesd (Vice,
2015).

Since the end of 2016, Egypt has provided a new route for the
smuggling and trafficking of Eritrean refugees. However, crossing
the Mediterranean Sea has become increasingly dangerous, with
4,913 people recorded as perished in 204€rflyIMigrants Project,
2017). Because of the increasing difficulties that Eritrean refugees
encounter in traveling to Europe, their safety in Egypt and Libya —
or lack thereof — is becoming more relevant.

This chapter examines the new forms of hum#itknag for
ransom and related phenomena in Libya and Egypt. It follows the
routes of Eritrean refugees to these countries from Sudan. It draws
on direct testimonies from victims of human trafficking obtained in
2016by journalist Meron Estefanos andNbyjam Van Reisen.
These interviews were carried out by Skype, by phone atiod face
face, and transcribed and translated. With regard to the description
of the situation in Egypt (in relation to deportation of Eritrean
refugees and organ trafficking), cffié channels of information
have provided additional source materials. Testimonies collected by
Africa Monitors, which collects information from Eritrean refugees
on their experiences along the refugee routes in North Africa, are
also analysed.

In this chapter, we limit the description to what is publicly
available, given the sensitivity of the topic. All of the information
published in this chapter has been arbesked by the authors
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through various independent channels. These checks have been
carried at to minimise the risk of possible disinformafion.

The map in Figure 4.1 shows the two principle routes for
Eritrean refugees from Sudan to the Mediterranean Sea, either
through Egypt or Libya.

New routes from Sudan to Egypt and Libya

In 2016, the Sudanese government started deporting Eritrean
refugees back to Eritrea. Africa Monitors reports that tqund-
exercises for deportation include refugees legally registered, as their
papers and ID cards are destroyed in the process (Africa Monitors,
2016b& 2016c¢). To avoid deportation, refugees are required to pay
hefty sums of money (K, personal communication, with Van Reisen,
Facebook Messenger, 10 January 2017) (see Chapter 3 on
deportation from Sudan). To avoid being returned to Eritrea, many
refugeesoved on to Libya and Egypt. Africa Monitors reports that
it costs around USD 7,000 to 8,000 per person to be smuggled from
Eritrea to Sudan and around USD 1,500 to 2,000 per person from
Sudan to Egypt (Africa Monitors, 2016d). According to Eritrean
journdist Zecarias Gerrima, the current fee for being smuggled
across the desert from Sudan to Egypt ranges from USD 800 to 1,000
per person (Gerrima, Z, personal communication, with Van Reisen,
Skype, 28 December 2016). The cost from Ethiopia to Khartoum is
approximately USD 1,300; Khartoum to the Libyan coast USD
1,300; and across the Mediterranean Sea USD 2,200 (Interview, Q2
with Van Reisen, fate-face, 17 January 2017; Gerrima, Z, personal
communication, Van Reisen, Skype, 17 January 2017).

26 Given the severity of the issues discussed, the authors state theisawhren
their responsibility to provide credible information in the public interest on the
topics discussed. If the reader finds any information in this chapter that they believe
to be false or wrong, s/he is kindly invited to bring this to the authemsioatt
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Figure 4.Migration routes of Eritrean r&fogeed éna Reim, 2017 partially
reproduced from Uniteations High Commissoner for Refugees, 2016, cited in
Laub, 2016, and Amnesty Internatior2013, borders may not be exact
representations)

Gerrima has studied the new routes being taken by Eritrean

refugees to the Mediterranean Sea and describes how they have
emerged:
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As a transit stop for refugees planning to embark on a journey acrc
Mediterranean, most refugees head to Egypt, witu@ltnsstaetonti
Europe. From Alexandria, refugees are taken either to eastern Libyan tov
Benghazi or sail directly to Greece. The journey to Greece is more dang
the direct route from Libya because of the greater distance. People are m
die of hunger and thirst, and less likely to receive help from rescue ships. |
Z, personal communication, Van Reisen, Skype, 28 December 2016)

Africa Monitors (2016d), which follows the situation of Eritrean
refugees on the routes in MorAfrica and publishes their
experiences on their website, identifies that the route through Egypt
has emerged as an alternative for Eritrean refugees, who are
experiencing increasing difficulties in Sudan and Libya (see also
Chapter 3):

The illegal wf migration to Europe, which was in the previous years, thi
the Sudan to Libya since 2004 and until the year of 2013, turned to the S
Egypt route, since the end of 2013, theectaillwir and the proliferation of
militias and armedsgarigbya, since 2011. (Africa Monitors, 2016d)

This chapter identifies the situations that refugees from Eritrea
face in Libya and Egypt.

Deportation from Egypt

Although a destination for Eritrean refugees for decades, Egypt
is now one of the mostmigerous places for Eritreans. Since the early
2000s, Egypt has deported hundreds of refugees in line with
statements by the Eritrean government that Eritrean refugees are
economic migrants who should be returned to their country
(Amnesty International, Z)0 In October 2016, the Egyptian
Parliament approved a law to combat smuggling, which:
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[...] imposgswisonerms and fines on those found guilty of smuggling pote
migrants or acting as brokers or middlemen. It also imposes prison senten
who provide shelter to trafficked migrants, and gather, transport or of
facilitate their jouitghem & Noueihe, 2016)

Although the law also provides for the humanitarian treatment
of migrants and access to health care and legal assistance, with special
emphasis on women and children (Hash&oueihe, 2016), it has
led to increased security measures. According to Africa Monitors,
these security measures are affecting refugees’ ability to reach
Europe:

..With the growing number of Eritrean refugees in Egypt in recent years, th
of th@eswho managed to reacH.Elinapeseen a dramatic decline for several
reasoris..] includinig..] [tihe intensive security measures, which were taken
the Egyptian authorities along its coastal lines with the Mediterranean S
particularly the peetty of Alexandria, whicfhps]become] the main place

in Egypt for illegal immigration to Europe across the Mediterranean. Hunc
Eritrean immigrants have been arrested and detained by the Egyptian coa
while trying to ré&aciope illegally as a result of the securigfrmesasures.
Monitors, 2016d)

These security measures include the deportation of refugees from
Eritrea, especially those who are not in possession of a United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNH@R)gee
identity card or other legal documents (Africa Monitors, 2016a):

These refugees were caught in different times by the Egyptian security f
2015][...] until the recent days. Some of these refugees are registere(
UNHCR office lBgypt and hold the yellow and blue refugee cards while o
are arrested and put in prison before they register in the UNHCR. (A
Monitors, 2016a).

Eritrean refugees report experiencing difficulties in receiving
documents from UNHCR, which, according to Africa Monitors, is a
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deliberate policy to create obstacles for Eritrean refugees and make
their trajectory to Europe more difficult:

Many migrants have also been deported to Eritrea, for not possessing re
or any other legal documjefiteefe has been an] intentional delay of the
UNHCR'’s office in Egypt, in offering Eritrean migrants the refugee asylum
cards. That delay, forced the migrants to miss the illegal migration seasc
year, which led to the smaller nirittesas ofigrants, who tried to emigrate
to Europe for fear of arrest and deportation by Egyptian authorities to Eritl
the lack of refugee documents. (Africa Monitors, 2016d)

These refugees are identified as ‘illegal’ for crossing borders
withoutthe necessary papers (which they cannot obtain in Eritrea or
Sudan): “Some of these refugees were caught while entering to Egypt
by illegal means while others when sailing illegally to Europe through
the Mediterranean Sea, according to a member of thearkrit
refugee committee in Egypt” (Africa Monitors, 2016a).

According to Africa Monitors (2016a), by the end of July 2016,
approximately 150 Eritrean refugees were in prison in Aswan,
Alexandria, Algander and Portsaeed, including youth, women and
childrenlnformation received by one of the authors is that hundreds
of Eritrean refugees are now awaiting deportation from Egypt to
Eritrea (Anon, 2016, personal communication, unpublished
documents received by Van Reisen, email, 14 Januaty S8k
that Bhiopia is no longer prepared to accept Eritrean refugees
(Africa Monitors, 2016f), even if they have refugee cards from
UNHCR.

If returned to Eritrea, the prospects for refugees are grim. The
testimony of A illustrates this, as well as the circular migration and
trafficking patterns that many Eritreans get stuck in. A fled from
Eritrea to Sudan in 2007 and subsequently moved on to Cairo and
Israel where he ran a successful business. In 2013, he was abducted
from Israel (from Barsheeba) and brought to the Sinai through the
high security fence:
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ME: You crossed a fence?

A: Yeah, they took me and went there. All tHeaffiikaiscwvere there.

ME: There weren't any Israeli soldiers?

A: [...] Since when do they monitor who goes from thradtieybdhe Si

the other way around. They kind of work together, anyway. The people of t
work in that type of trafficking too. | was hearing about how they take [peo|
the Sinai and Sudan and stuff like that, but | never thoughingpat kind of
would happen to me. [...] They took everything | had on me, including 1
jewellerinterview Estefanos with-feféap2016)

A was kept in captivity in the Sinai and severely tortured until he

managed to escape. He was then taken tbca post in Egypt,
where he was arrested:

There was also a wall with information about Eritreans, with the numbers
Alganesh, the Eritrean embassy, and the Ethiopian embassy. | saw all tha
up on the wall. I thought it was good. Then | told him [the policemar
informatie+this number, this street, my aunt’s phone number. | shared evel
with him. (Ibid.)

A was contacted by an official from the Eritrean embassy:

A: | didn’t have any news for about a month or so. After that month, | rec
phone call from this guy named Binyam or something, an Eritrean, he haj
work for the embassy.

M: Now, the guy who called you, Binyam, he was an employee of the em|
A: Yes. (lbid.)

Arrangements were then made for A to be returnEdttea.

On the flight back, the victims of human trafficking in the Sinai were
separated from ordinary passengers. At the airport, A’s family was
waiting, but he did not get to see them. He was immediately taken to
prison where the officials had a fildham. A was accused of carrying

out opposition activities in Israel:
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Yeah, the Eritrean embassy sent all the papers from Egypt, with the info
so they knew. So he asked me “then, when you were in Israel, what were y
I told him | was viogkin the fields and I’'m young, | don’t know about anythin

So he said “you were there with the ones badmouthing their country and g
you're from that group”. Well, what could | say? The Israeli embassy kne
we were doingtatiay, ouwork. They’d have no problem checking the
information with them. They know who everyone is and can even say A
hair like so? | mean, even by my restaurant, | heard that the freedom dem
had passed by there. So then, problemsatigra&aidvhene (Interview,
Estefanos with Aaceto-face, 2016)

A eventually escaped from prison and spent several months

hiding in Asmara before fleeing to Ethiopia, Sudan and then Libya,
where he ended up in the hands of ISIS.

Held by ISIS in Libya

Some Eritrean refugees who try to reach the Mediterranean Sea
by crossing the Sahara from Sudan to Libya end up in the hands of
ISIS (Gebrekidan, 2016s & 2016b). In recent years, this route has
become very dangerous because of the presence of armped grou
This section brings together testimonies from Eritrean refugees who
were abducted by ISIS and armed groups in Libya.

In a recent report the UN expressed concern over the increasing
interconnectivity between terrorism, militia, smuggling and human
trafficking groups (also see Human Rights Watch, 2016):

Armed groups, criminal gangs and networks, smugglers, traffickers have
and competed in the smuggling and trafficking of migrants through Liby
carrying out serious human rightsndbuiségticns against migrants.
UNSMIL [United Nations Support Mission in Libya] has also received crec
information that some members of State institutions and some local offi
participated in the smuggling and trafficking processdEEdiiayiog
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and selling of individuals have taken plac®)NétjueRtQHCHR,
2016, p. 12)

In this same report by the United Nations Support Mission in
Libya (UNMIL) & the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights (OHCHR), the UN expressed concern that-4,000
7,000 migrants are being held in detention centres run by Libya’s
Department for Combatting lllegal Migratilidy).

Tripoli

= A T RS .

Figure 4.2. Map showing the Libyan cost with Ajdabya in the east, south from Bengha:

and ZuvafSource: Google Maps)

In an interview with Meron Estefanos, two Eritrean refugees
testified that they were abducted by an armed gang, possibly ISIS,
while being trafficked from Sudan to Libya:

| was caught on August; tve 8vere caught about two hours out of Ajdabys

Two armed men came and stopped us and were joined a little later by me

fighters. There were 67 of us. We were in Abdella's place, but from d
traffickers from Sudan. Those of us whihvdadnsaich] were the ones who
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left. There were some underage boys and(suergigivlsBstefanos
with L and Y2Skype, 21 January 2015)

D2, an Eritrean refugee, describes how he came through
Omdurman in Sudan to Libya. The trek from Omdurmaheto
Libyan Desert is especially dangerous:

As you leave Sudan, in Omdurman, they hide you in lorries. The way th
you is squisive. | don’t know if the government knows those armed Sud
who frisk you. | didn't have any other optibnah'tn@grect to be treated
fairly in this country if | wasn't treated respectfully in my own country [Eritr
my countrymen can't help me, no one can. Because the route we take is
can't do anythifinterview, Estefanos with DZaceto-face, 26
September 2015)

Eritrean (and other) refugees are badly exploited along the routes
from Sudan to Libya, but have no other option given their vulnerable
position. D2explained that anything was better than returning to
Eritrea, so he was readytake the risk:

[...]for me, | accepted everything because anything was better than the lif
Eritrea. That's why | accepted it, but it was just as he [a fellow refugee v
interviewed] told you. Even those things that didn't rappeltlyto us pe

happened to those around us. | recall one instance of people having to
siblings who died because of hunger, thirst or torture. There were even |
the girls were raped in front of us. | can't imagine anythirig worse tha
(Interview, Estefanos with Dfaceto-face, 26 September 2015)

Money transfers take place after the refugees have crossed the
Sahara to Ajdabya or Benghazi in Libya.d@% not make a
distinction between the money paid for crossing the Sahara and the
mong paid to the traffickers to be released, both of which he calls
‘ransom’:
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Ajdabya is also a place where money is transferred, for those who arrive
the Sahara. It is a small city; there are a couple holding centres where o
until they pay the money or the ransom. You're held there.until you p
(Interview, Estefanos with Daceto-face, 26 September 2015)

The refugees survive on what little money they receive from
relatives and by sharing food. Among them are youth and young
children. A describes the following:

You ask them to send you money for tea time, you beg. [...] And if you ho
yourself, they [the other refugees] don't see you as a person. You eat by s|
else? Even from hunger, a person would wrap herself with a cover and
were young siblings. Young kids. The ones I'm talking about in this perit
young. (Interview, Estefanos with Astéafzece, 2016)

An anonymous Eritrean refugee explained how she was abducted
outside of Ajdabya:

Thefirst time we were coming here from Ajdabya they caught us and load
a truck. After we travelled for a couple hours, we were stopped by the poli
saw them [the police] talk to them [the kidnappers]. As they were talking,
the police came and recorded us on his phone. Then they sent us av
travelling for about three hours, three Toyota pickups loaded with mach
stopped us and a man covered in black wearing a mask boarded the trucl
us to get down. We saw a bunch of soldiers, some of them were Sud
Nigerians, and they told us to sit down. They told the Egyptians to sepat
they started separating the Muslims and Christians. They told the others |
and Egyptians] to board the truck and a#tkedru€fiistians] for our 1D
cards(Interview, Estefanos with Anon., Skype and phone, 16 June
2015)

A friend of this refugee, H, described the journey and the money
involved:
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For those of us who arrived from the Sahara, we were required to pay th
either when we reach Ajdabya or Benghazi. We transferred money when
Ajdabya, we stayed there until the money was paid. | want to mention
Ajdabya there's hutigere's diseatieere's everything there. All those bad
things that could happen to a man happen to you there. Anyway, when we
were about 150 people together in one vehicle: Egyptians, Somalis, Eritr
other African nationalitiesveB[lEritreans] outnumbered everyone; we were ¢
Eritreans, 2 people remained there who couldn't pay, 86 of us left the plac
the 86, there were 23 women. We were mostly from Adi Keih. A few of th
with us were from Mendefera and.Alfeedate[saw us as we left and first
we were found by the Libyan police. | don't know whose side they are or
sure if they are part of the government or the opposition, but they found u
(Interview, Estefanos with H, faiceface, 26 Ségmber 2015)

This group of refugees were then abducted and taken to what
appears to be an I&t8ntrolled area where they were split into
groups of Christians and Muslims. H described what happened next:

They held us for about 30 minutes and themgeé/¥eot to this village
called Ben Juwal. We went right through it and about 25 km from Ben
(around 300 km from Ajdabya) we were found by ISIS; this was on the :
June at around 10 pm. We were initially escorted by armedcgeople flying
flag, some of them wearing masks. Anyways, they asked us if we were
They spoke to us about what nationality we were; we didn't reply. They
asking us to form separate lines of Muslims and Christians. The Egyptia
Muslims so thetysgparated. Of us [Eritreans], five people said they were Mt
and they were separated from us. One thing | want to mentiwa here is th
Eritreans are a scared bunch; we have no guts and are used to beil
(Interview, Estefanos with Hdeto-face, 26 September 2015)

D2 and H found that they were with a much larger group,

including minors. They decided to take a chance and jump off the
truck to escape:
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It is true, there isn't anything worse thandddattth-by knife is the worst.

We shouldn't get on the car knowing that we are going to die. There were .
though, mind you, and most of those who were with us were underage. E
time, people were just divided. Some of us were rendered immobile, whe
us wereally sick and incapable. Anyway, [pause] only the few who could
were like let's do something, but we couldn't decide. When we got on top o
| was next ta Hold him that we'll die, but the choice of how to die is still of
| would rather die by bullet than by knife. With me at that time were my
and my sister. H's wife was with us. So we were not sure what to do becau
but we decided that there wasn't anything to do so we just jumped. (Int
Estefans with D2 faceto-face, 26 September 2015)

Although they were shot at, B&d H managed to escape:

How could we wait until they put us to death? We prayed and then we d
jump. We decided to jump leaving everyone behind. There was this ¢
Merhawi, fraiendefera; BIReady decided to jump and we jumped. He jumpe
to the left and we jumped to the right. We fled as they fired bullets at us.
hard to believe that | survived; it was almost impossible given the amount
that were being fired at us. We walked the whole night and hid the whole
next day. And then, finally, we arrived in Ben Juwal. (Interview, Estefan
with H, faceto-face, 26 September 2015)

Later, there was an air raid and the other members of the grou
were also ddto escape. Déhd H reported that ISIS are positioned
to abduct people who cross through the Sahara: “They're basically
located around the areas of Ben Juwal and Ajdabya, that's where they
catch a lot of people trying to cross the Sahara” (Interviefeios
with H, faceo-face, 26 September 2015).

D2 and H then moved to Tripoli where they waited for a
possibility to cross the Mediterranean Sea. This holding place was
also an ordeal without hygiene or food:

Anyway, we had to get to Tripoli. We got together and we didn't want to t
same route, so we took a longer route around Ben Juwal. We got to this p
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Em Weli where we got on top of those Toyota pickup cars and set off. T
stacked ustop of one another. They don't even care if one is dying; they
death doesn't matter. Anyway, we got to Tripoli and were placed in this
place waiting to set to sea. There's so much hunger there, the place is b
infested withdieveryone reats some sort of rash. (Interview, Estefanos
with H, faceto-face, 26 September 2015)

According to one refugee2Qvho travelled through Libya from
Eritrea, Ethiopia and Sudan in 2014, the main traffickers controlling
the human traftking are Eritrean nationals. She had paid for the
journey through Libya and across the Mediterranean Sea to Eritrean
handlers located in Khartoum in what is known as Asmara market.
The allegednhead of the human traficking organisation in Libya,
whom she kew as a child, is now a wealttan,reportedlycalled
Ismael Abderaza Saléttcording to &rious sources this Eritrean
started his involvement in smuggling and human trafficking in Libya
in 2005.He has residences in Libya and Dubai. Other Eritreans,
working for him, such as Kidameere involved in the dayday
organisation and collection of the payments. He is also mentioned in
a report published by the Intergovernmental Authority on
Developmat (IGAD), where he is identified as Abdurazak Esmail —
referring to the same person as identified above:

Multiple sources in Sudan and Libya, as well as the Glauco 2 and T
operations, identify Abdurazak Esmail, an Eritrean national, as one of the

smugglers operating in Libya. Esmail has over the years cultivated extensi
connections to various security forces who control the management of det
once administered by the Libyan state. In addition to cdilettargsfeoney for t
of migrants and refugees across Libya and the Mediterranean, Esmail
roughly $4,000 for releasing migrants and refugees who may have been ¢
placed in various detention centres, and providing them passage to Italy. I
been based in Libya since 2006, but is known to travel mbéabationally —

to Dubai, from where he manages his financial affairs. During his frequent
from Libya, Esmail delegates his Libyan operations to a local fixer known
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“Jaber'ith financial operatibasmdizd by a Subased accomplice known
as "Hamed OmdIGAD and Sahan Foundation, 204.619)

She explained how she was lucky in that the journey only lasted
ten days on a Toyota pickupvkich was fast. At night theggped
and slept under the pickup canopy. She described a Libyan
Government Colonel, Saleh, came to inspect the bus in Ajdabya,
mainly overseeing the transport arrangements. She said that the
Toyota was a government car. Saleh paid the driver, provided the
food and waterand provided the car. From Ajdabya, where she
heard a lot of bombing, she was then transported in a container truck
with over 14(eople in a journey that took almost 20 hours. She
explained that, in her view, all those arranging thekiraffwere
from the government:

In Eritrea, they are from the government. In Sudan, was also a Colonel,
from the government. They are not ordinary people. They phoned on th
phones with military. Then | had to give them myLpbyad. Ja$ lalso

the Libyan Government. The Colonel Saleh was from the government anc
in a car from the government. In Libya an Eritrean called Kidane arranc
boats. He checked the code | had to be allowed on the boat. He had a notc
names and codes. | had received the code in Khartoum after my husban
the consul in Mai Ayni. He phoned Kidane to inform him about the ¢
(Interview, Van Reisen wif}2, faceto-face, 17 January 2017)

Q2 explained that the man in charge oidweney in Libya was
an Eritrean, whom she knew well:

In Libya the big mdsrisael Abderaza SHielis Eritrean. He is my age,
we used to play together. He is 35He&egdnjn 2006 to take Eritreans
from Tigre. Now he is too much Iiigs iHeDubai. He is a BIG man.
(Interview, Van Reisen wif}2, faceto-face, 17 January 2017)

When asked what precautions she had taken to protect herself on
the way throughibya Q2 explained how she had decorated her feet
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and hands with henna so that she would be respected as a married
woman. She was severely beaten up during the journey through Libya
and attacked with a knife.

In another interview, the conviction is expressed that those in
charge of the trafficking of human beings to the Simancav
involved in human trafficking to Libya. This perceptitinstrated
in the following interview with3zwhose brother was kidnapped,
first by Bedouins and then by ISIS, as he was travelling through Libya
to reach Europe:

E3: | was working twasdaweek; | was studying five days a week, so | didl
know what to do. And after two weeks, | heard that my brother was in Liby
| didn’t talk to him. But | heard that when they arrived in Libya, ISIS attac
them.they took about 150 peopieefraro he was under ISIS for a week
and a half. They just told us to pay the money and we didn’t hear from him
if I could talk to him, but no, | could not.

It was such a long way, he’s 17. And you know how it must have been wi
people forcing him to reachthgoQiting a gun to.hand you knathe
same traffickers who used to be in Sinai are operating in Libya now. (Inte

Heisterkamp with & faceto-face, 27 August 2015)

Further research is needed to investigate the hypothesis that
those involved in the Sinai trafficking movea tperationgrom
the Sinai to Libya. The interviews obviously do not constitute proof,
but it is certainly a view that is broadly held by the victims of human
trafficking who believahat the human trafficking organisation
organisedpeations from Eritrea, Ethiopia, Sudan, Egypt, Smhi
to Libya.

A refugee mentioned that he saw that a representative of the
EritreanEmbassy in Tripoli assisted specific refugees who had been
captured by the Libyan authorities while moving across Libya to
Europe and hebelieve this refugee wasupportedor sent to
Europeby the PFDJ (personal communication Van Reisen with

175



anon., factéo-face, 2015T.he IGAD reportalleges that the Eritrean
Embassy in Tpoli is involved in facilitation of human trafficking:

Destabilisation in Libya has led to the withdrawal of international diplo
presence, including African ambassadors from many of the irregular migre
countries. This has led to a sihwgomigrants are at risk of being detained
indefinitely, because there is no communication at the diplomatic level to
them. Nevertheless, one NGO official based in the region for a significan
of time alleges that some remaiaing ppdomnel profit from the irregular
migration routes, by charging “fees” to negotiate the release of people fro
centres. Two eyewitnesses appeared to corroborate these allegations whe
that they have seeprbidg smuggksr the Eritrean embassy in Tripoli.
(IGAD and Sahan, 201, 13)

Thereportpublished by IGAD madie allegation that (some)

Eritrean members of the human trafficking and smuggling
organisations do not fear persecution in Eritrea and rely on assistanc
from Eritrean diplomatic missions abroad:

Some prominent Eritrean human smugglers appear to be unconcerned the
government might take action against them. Before his arrest and prosect
US criminal justice system, Habtom Merhay made frequent trips to Eritr
number of known smugglers also appear to rely upon the services of
diplomats abroad. The Regional Mixed Migration Secretariat has noted th
Eritrean migrants are reported to have obtained Eritreaspbrtsaatls or pas
the Eritrean embassy in Khartoum because “a person who applies for a
does not have to prove that their exit was legal”. Several individuals inten
this study also reported visiting the Eritrean embassy in Tripoli during the
2015, despite having left their country illegally. (IGAD and gahan, 2016
29)

Some alleged human traffickers or smugglers havedeassen

participating in visits of official Eritrean government delegations to
Europe. The following is cited from the report:
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In February 2015, media reports in Italy surfaced concerning a Milan |
Squad investigation that resulted in the arrests of a number of Eritrean sr
Among those arrested was Efrem Misgna, who routinely serves as an
Eritreargovernment and party officials when they visit Europe. In April 201
was included in the entourage of a senior official of the ruling People’s
Democracy and Justice (PFDJ) arriving at StocktiGADaapdrt.

Sahan, 2016, 29)

Over 100,000 officially registered refugees from Eritrea have
reached Europe through the Central Mediterranean route since 2009
(Frontex, 2016). The journeys are often interrupted by collections of
bribes, ransoms or other money to ‘facilitate’ the journey. Mobile
money is an important means through which these financial transfers
are facilitated. Reportedly air transfers, with a value of hundreds of
USD, are transferredamongst others on the Zain mobile phone
network in Libya.

It is estimated that the averags paid by a refugee from Eritrea
to reach Europe is USD 10,000, including ransom payments. The
most conservative estimate of the total value of the human trafficking
trade in Eritreans is over USD 1 billion. This amount could not be
substantiated or triangulated; hence it should be interpreted as an
indicative and conservative number provided byinfegihed
sources, given here as a very rough indicator to estimate the order of
potential value of the organ trade and human trafficking in the North
African region.

Beheadings by ISIS

A, who was abducted from Israel to the Sinai and subsequently
deported from Egypt to Eritrea (see earlier section on ‘Deportation
from Egypt’), explains that after he fled Eritrea for the second time,

he went through Ethiopia and Sudan to Libya:

| stayed there [in Sudan] for five days. At the end of five days, | left for
quickly. [...] For two months, we were there [inTlibyajef.Wwho came
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right before us and those who came right after us encationertbéya bad sit
were beheaded [by ISIS]. Some folks who were beheaded were peoplé
Many of them [were people] who we knew. (Interview, Estefanos with A, fa
to-face, 2016)

Given that A spent a long time in Israel, he knew the Eritrean
community thex well. This community includes many survivors of
human trafficking in the Sinai. As described in Chapter 2 of this
book many Eritrean refugees left Israel ‘voluntarily’, where they are
treated as illegal immigrants. From his testimony, it appears that A
recognised several fellow refugees, whom he had known in Israel,
who were beheaded by ISIS:

There was one who was my Facebook friend, I'll find him. He came from |s
was beheaded. There was also a guy from Adi dsyibnHaeemok.

There were a few | knew in Sudan, in Ethiopia, who | knew in Israel, whc
killed. (Interview, Estefanos with A, fiackace, 2016)

According to A, approximately 80 people were beheaded or killed
by ISIS, some of whom were able waps. Among them were
Ethiopians and Eritreans. Some he recognised from Israel; a number
of whomwere beheaded. In a subsequent incident, a group of 80
refugees were killed in Libya, including more Eritreans (Interview,
Estefanos with A, fage-face, 2016).

Having experienced severe torture in the Sinai, where he had
been hung, and months in prison in Eritrea, A found the situation in
Libya a terrible ordeal:

In Libya, | was hearing many things and, after what | went through, to me
very crippling to hear. Death is better than Daesh [ISIS]. After what | saw
Sinai, Libya’s circumstances were heavy. Even for me, it was heavy. F
thought, from now on, I'll never encounter something so bad again as wha
from. | had hunger, there was hunger. There were 1,500 or 1,800 peopl
room all squished together; you sleep on top of each other. And the bos
will use to cross, they would say tomorrow, day iitstr Sringingvyeu
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along. Everything was a struggle. Why couldn’t they just send us on a crayf
Over there [in Libya], illness upon illness, diarrhoea and other illnesse
squished together. (Interview, Estefanos witthoXaface2016)

ISIS fighters come from all over Africa, as describecein th
testimony of S

There were a bunch of fighters: Somalis, Nigerians, Sudanese, Tunisi
Libyans too. But we never were allowed to see them. Some spoke French
around the courtyard we were held in. The Nigerians who wate caught to
they lived in a nearby area. There was one Sudanese guy guarding us |
he's not a bad person, but he was also powerless to help us. He was a p!
like us | guess. He was armed, but | think he was being paid 250 dollars a
We waatl to assault him at first, but then we decided against it as we saw
was a prisoner too. (Interview, Estefanos with S, Skype, 2016)

A Muslim survivor who was abducted by ISIS said that people
are treated differently depending on their religifilistiahs. The
treatment of Muslims is different from those of Christians. Christian
women are forced to convert before they can get married to ISIS
fighters. One anonymous female refugee interviewed questioned the
extent to which the ISIS fighters werevidedgeable about Islam:

They [ISIS fighters] are not Muslims, they wouldn't know. | don't think they
the details [of Islam], but they know a bit. Even the Egyptians [hostages]
them in their questioning because they [the EgyptibBesimsgemed to
knowledgeable about the Quran. They [ISIS fighters] only asked us when v
pray, what time and all that. Anyway, finally, the Libyan driver came bac
took us away. But they [ISIS] took the Christians. We were left about 1 hot
thisplace where we were supposed to mafteteryiveidpstefanos

with Anon., Skype and phone, 16 June 2015)

179



Women abductees held by ISIS

There has been little research done on the situation of women
who are held by ISIS. This is partly becaiss#ifiticult to work with
the abductees, who are traumatisedtiaakforereluctant to talk
about their experiences, and also because they are difficult to contact.
However, there are some recent publications based on testimonies of
survivors (Gebrekaoh, 2016a & 2016b). More research and analysis
is required in the future.

The situation of Eritrean women and girls in Libya is especially
difficult. A explaiad that they have to take precautions as they
cannot expect to avoid sexual violence alongathe w

The sad thing is¢katy girl who sets out for Europe should take it as accep
that they might get raped. It is a regular thing to see the girls take either
pregnancy shots or carry condoms on them. These things are taken for ¢
people are willingderga such an ordeal. The main reason, of course, beyo
things that happen en route to Libya, is the dictatorship in Eritrea. This

never have happened if it wasn't for the things that happen to people in
This is what happens in Litigaview, Estefanos with A, faceface,
2016)

From the interviews conducted for this chapter, it appears that
the groups abducted by ISIS are relatively large. S counted 68 in her
group. S and her friend were abducted in Ajdabya, but escaped:

They [ISISI] were keeping us under lock and chain. We were captured a f
out of Ajdabya. We figured that we had been caught by ISIS when we saw
of soldiers armed and happy at seeing us. They obviously must have th
make great witéere was this guy called Alemayo who was doubling a
translator. He said that they wouldn't do anything to us so long as we told 1
names and religions. We were all Christian exagpf.fdr 8tie araes off
the truck at first sabi@gvas a Muslim, but she got scared and came back to
She said she was Christian and got back with us saying she wanted to b
sisters. They kept moving us around during this time. One of the days w
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were going to move us, we rdretdtiiteean girls who were there before us
and they told us that we only needed to pretend that we were changing c
(Interview, Estefanos with S, Skype and phone, 2016)

From the testimony of F, it appears that this group of women
and girls we ‘bought’ by ISIS:

When we were caught, we were somewhere in the Sahara Desert. We wi
ones in that ar@ar-holding cell was the only house for miles. But later we
hit by an air raid, so they [ISIS] transferred us to a pdpelatedqided.
everything, our names, ages and religions. [...] We spent three days in the
took us to. They kept locking us up and we asked him [their captor] what
doing there. He told us that he had boupbbansih.gnythingdu now”,

he told us. We begged him and then he said that he bought us for marriag
one will remain with him and the other two will be married to other men. |
us that if we dared to run away he'd return us to where wg were first helc
managed to run away frainteirmiew, Estefanos with F, faodace,

27 June 2016)

From the testimony of another refugee, iY@ppears that the
main purpose of capturing the women was for them to be married to
ISIS fighters:

When they [ISIS] first found us, we were around a checkpoint. And we t
they were going to escort us at first. We didn't recognise them as they w
civilian attire. So, after we travelled for a bit, they stopped the trailer, got
down, and they stautdidg handcuffs on them. Then they asked everyone \
religion they belonged to? They asked us if we were Orthodox [Christ
Muslim? We told them we were Orthodox Christians. Three others were N
so they let them go. They kept utyinTbapticiok us to the group of 86
[Eritreans already held by ISIS]. We saw female shoes and we knew thi
other women. The guard kept telling us that we were going to be on our
enough, right after we saw the Amir. There was athederdayafead

they transferred us to a rural area, we spent about five months there. Th
to become Muslims, but we wouldn't agree. We kept asking them to let u
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the Amir finally came and asked us how we didn't seem to know who they
said we didn't know him and were willing to pay him to let us go. He laugh
saying that he would give us money himself, and that he had no need for |
Then he announced that they were ISIS. After he told us we broke the wir
triedo run away, but we got stopped. We asked the guard not to tell on us
guard agreed and told us to just capitulate [convert to Islam]. So after we t
the 86 arrived, we agreed to become Muslims. We started fasting so tr
believe udtek teaching us for two months, we were transferred to the cit
we were received by an elder who kept us locked up. When we asked hi
wanted with us he told us that he had paid to marry one woman and was
gift us to other men #rtie. We couldn't sleep at first when we heard the ne
so one day, right after they went to pray, we tied the bedsheets together
through the windInterview, Estefanos with YZ2aceto-face, 21

January 2015)

F explained how they were fmtd¢o convert to Islam. F was held
in a place with 22 other women and girls:

They [ISIS fighters] asked us why we left [Eritrea]. We told them that we ¢
this country to work and we were held for three or four months and that w
to go backawar country. He [the ISIS guard] didn't say anything, he just loc
us back in the cell for four days, after which he let us out. [...]. They kept t
to become Muslims. We didn't accept it for about three months, but t
capitulated and tiaeted teaching us about Islam, the Quran and Sharia la
Then we were able to run away while they wignéciedehirgststanos

with F, faceo-face, 27 June 2016)

S and her friend were held in a place with a large group of other
women. Those o were not Muslim were locked up and some were
told that they would be killed.

All of us were in the same place, about 56 people. It was a huge courtye
started showing us their propaganda videos. They forced us to watch th
them slatgting people. If you are Muslim, but you don't know how to pray,
slaughter those people. They killheveiyeos were from all o@er. [...]
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days were hard, we cried all the time. We were worrying nonstop. We cc
or drink, but wevays managed to tell ourselves that we might get out. We
not together with the others until we converted to Islam. Then we wer
exchange thougtite €lassroom was a meeting place too. They say that
[ISIS] don't kill children and weomean are considered property, nothing mot
nothing less. The lives of ISIS captured women are always in the hands of

they assign you to. (Interview, Estefanos with S, Skype, 2016)

S and N2two of the women held captive by ISIS, can still list
the names of the girls and women that they were with, as they had
promised to remember their names and get information back to their
families, if they managed to escape.

N2 mentions the solidarity among the women as an important
way for them to survivée situation: “Those of us who were there
were taking care of one another and loved and helped each other like
sistes” (Interview, Estefanos with NZSkype and phone, 21
February 2016).

From other interviews, it is clear that separation is the thing that
these women and girls fear the most and that their priority is to
remain connected to the group so that they can draw support and
strength from each other. When the women and girls are married off
against their will it is hard in many wayshiding beagse they are
isolated and separated from their group. In the testimonies some
refugees tell of being supported by Libyan nationals when they
escape.

What stands out from the stories of the women and girls held
captive by ISIS is that they are: forcednweaxd to Islam; forced to
marry ISIS fighters; and expected to render sexual services.

Organ trafficking in Egypt
Since 2010, concerns have been raised about the connection
between human trafficking for ransom and organ trafficking. In

2012, UNHCR Chief, Antonio Guterres, said that there have been
reports that some migrants in Egypt's Sinai Peninsula were being
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"killed for the traffic of organs” (BBC, 2016). A 2013 review of the
human trafficking cycle in the Sinai (2013) reported the following:

An Eritrean opposition official on Friday told Sudan Tribune that if relative
to raise the money the childrea &itheed to death or will be subjected to
organ harvesting such as to the extracti¢heiéj@ts).

In 2016, a people smuggler told Italian prosecutors that those
who could not repay their debt were sold to the organ traffickers
(McKenna, 206). In recent months the Egyptian police have
arrested some of those allegedly involved in the trade, as described in
the following BBC report:

Egyptian authorities have arrested doctors, nurses and professors suspe
involved in an intenadtimgan trafficking ring. The arrests of at least 25 peoj
on Tuesday also included organ buyers and middlemen, the country's Adn
Control Authority said. Authorities also found “millions of dollars and
bullion”. It is illegal to purcigeses in Egypt, but poverty drives some to se
their body parts. The Administrative Control Authority, @@owgiéud anti
body, claimed the network targeted on Tuesday was “made up of Egypt
Arabs taking advantage of some of tfificilizensnomic conditions so that
they buy their human organs and sell [them] for large sums of money”.
2016)

The Egyptian trade has now been comprehensively documented
(Columb, 2016). Unfortunately, the criminal sanctions introduced to
curb this illegal trade have only pushed it underground (Columb,
2016) and have not deterred Egyptian surgeons from performing
operations: “Should a transplant professional (surgeon) suspect that
an organ has been donated illegally there is no legal dutytto repor
this to the relevant authorities” (Column, 2016, p. 15). The article
adds that surgeons turn a blind eye to the fact that some refugees give
up body parts against their will and some brokers threaten donors
with big fines if they don't go ahead with removal. “Undocumented
African migrants arriving in Cairo, desperate for cash, takdf...]
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sex workers were offered as a ‘sweetener’ before or after removal of
their organs” (Esslemont, 2016).

Eritrean refugees trafficked for ransom in the Sinai arbabld t
they will be killed or their organs harvested for sale if they cannot
afford the ransom (Van Reisen, Estefanos & Rijken, 2014). In early
2016, an Italian court in Sicily was informed about the practice by
Nuredin Wehabrebi Atta, an Eritrean smugglerwds caught by
Italian authorities in 2014. The smuggler was given a shorter prison
sentence and witness protection in exchange for sharing vital
trafficking intelligence, which enabled Italian authorities to crack
down on a smuggling ring that extended between Europe and North
Africa. In his statement to investigators, the smuggler told Italian
prosecutors that he “was told that the people who can’t pay are given
to Egyptians who kill them to take their organs and sell them in Egypt
for USD 15,000” (ANSA016). “The Egyptians come equipped to
remove the organ and transport it in insulated bags”, helsidded (

In June 2016, it was reported that 38 people, mostly Eritreans and
Ethiopians, were arrested in connection with this illicit activity (Latza
Nacdeau, 2016).

An Australian radio station broadcast the following report based

on interviews with Eritrean refugees living in Melbourne:

Samson Habtemariam was 26 years old when he fled Eritrea, hiding in &
He had been imprisoned for more than a year, then held under house arre
of cooperating with opposition forces. [...]. Habtemariam told SBS how
leaders ordered them all to pay a ransom of more than USD 30,000 or the
lose their kidneys. “They told us that they would sell one kidney for USD
and two of our kidneys for USD 50,000.” (Weldegiorgis, 2014)

In Eritrea, sudden wealth is associated with the lucrative human

trafficking trade: “In the summer of 2013, graffiti was painted on the
house of two colonels in Asmara,aapital of Eritrea, which read:

“You built this house with the kidneys of our children” (Van Reisen,
Estefanos and Rijken, 2014, p. 52). A refugee who lived several years
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in Mai Ayni refugee camp between 2010 and 2014 told the following
story:

There wadady, the aunt of a child, who had been abducted to the Sinai ar
tortured for ransom. There was no money to pay the ransom. The child w
The aunt asked the trafficker, who was living next to her. Why did you k
child of my sister@xptained they took the organs. (Interview, Van Reisen
with Q2 faceto-face, 17 January 2017)

According to a confidential and velbrmed source who has
been investigating organ harvesting for many years, the organ
harvesting includes Eritrean victiribese are often difficult to
identify as (some) Eritrean refugees use Sudanese passports in an
attempt to avoid statelessness. A source explains it succinctly:

| would like to inform you, many Eritreans who live in &glgridseve a
passport; they buy it, it @WsEa5, and the traffickers in Egypt use them
to get thengangAnon., personal communication, withn Reisen,
Skype22 January 2017)

This source explaindthattherecenbperation to arrest a ring of
professionals engaged in organ trafficking in Egypt has only arrested
the smaller ‘fish’. The documentation suggests the potential
involvement of Eritrean traffickers in smuggling and trafficking for
this purpose. The suggestion provided by this source is that high-
ranking Egyptramilitary and security officials are also implicated in
the trade, but were not arrested. The source suggests that the organ
trafficking trade would be worth a minimum of USD 200 million for
the period 2032016. (Anon., personal communication and
unpublshed documentation with/received by Van ReiH6).

Conclusion

This chapter describes new practices related to the human
trafficking of Eritrean refugees that have emerged in Egypt and Libya
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since 2014. These practicesvkich include organ traffiokj,
beheading, forced conversion and forced marriragst-be seen in

the context of the desperate journeys that Eritreans embark on to
escape Eritrea and to avoid deportation from Sudan and Egypt. This
chapter is largely based on the testimonies obtaimedesource
persons and refugees who travelled these routes.

The testimonies reveal how Eritrean refugees are crisscrossing
between Eritrea, Ethiopia, Sudan, Egypt and Libya in search of a safe
place. This is well illustrated by one testimony of a@darrefugee
who was abducted from Israel and brought to the Sinai, from where
he was deported back to Eritrea. In Eritrea he was imprisoned, but
was able to escape and flee through Ethiopia (where he was also
imprisoned) to Sudan and Libya, where he was captured by ISIS. He
now lives in Germany.

Eritrean refugees feel threatened by the prospect of deportation
from Egypt to Eritrea, where they are marked as having left the
country illegally. This fear of harassment and deportation adds to the
vulnerabilityof Eritrean refugees and is driving up the costs
associated with their survival. Such costs include bribes, ransoms,
smuggling costs, and general expenses for survival. There is
increasing evidence that organ traffickers are exploiting such
vulnerabilitis, with refugees being forced to give their organs.

Since 2011 when organ trafficking was first associated with
human trafficking for ransom in the Sinai, more and more evidence
has become availabédout organ harvesting,including from
Eritreans. In 2016, the Egyptian authorities arrested members of an
alleged ‘organ trafficking ring’. However, informed sources indicate
that the arrests made do not include ragking military and
security officials who have been implicated in the trade. The potential
connection between human trafficking for ransom from Eritrea and
the organ trafficking trade deserve further investigation.

The situation of Eritrean refugees in Libya is presented based on
new testimony collectedainlyby the coauthor of this chapter,
Meron Estefanos. The interviews evidence the extremely brutal
treatment of the refugees, whose vulnerability is exploited as they
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arrive in Libya at the end of their dangerous journey through the
Sahara. In Ajdabya, Eritrean refugees are expected to pay for t
transport and it is significant to note that the distinction between
such ‘payments’ and ‘ransoms’ is not always clear. The reality is that
exploitation is so inherent in the smuggling context that, in Libya, the
Eritrean refugees assume that theedom is held as collateral for

the payment. In this way, such transactions can be equated with
ransoms — at least this is the reality as it appears to the refugees.

That this is a matter of life and death becomes absolute when the
Eritrean refugees arentmnted with the beheading of those who
have fallen into the hands of extremist groups such as ISIS. The
number of people who have suffered this fate cannot be deduced
from the relatively small number of interviews conducted for the
purpose of this chaptebut the testimonies indicate that at least
hundreds of Eritrean refugees are held by such groups. One Eritrean
refugee from Israel waeognised fellow Eritreans he had known in
Israel as among those beheaded by ISIS in Libya.

Although Eritrean refugeeare among other nationalities,
Eritreans seem to be more substantial in number. From the
testimonies, it seems that Eritrean refugees believe that sexual
violence against women is unavoidable on these journeys. Rape and
sexual violence seem to have been ‘normalised’ and men and women
accept that the girls ought to take precautions to at least not get
pregnant.

In Libya, Eritrean refugees are sorted according to religion and
gender. The women are forced to convert to Islam and marry ISIS
fighters. In oneestimony, the refugee understood the objective of
their capture to b®r the women to bear children to ISIS fighters.

The human trafficking networks include Eritrean nationals
operating across Eritrea, Ethiopia, Sudan, Egypt, Libya and across
the Mediterginean Sea. Embassies from Eritrea are alleged to help in
the facilitation of the smuggling in these countrggean refugees
have become a valuable commodity throughout the North African
region. The human rafficking trade in refugees is an important
element that drives the economy. Mobile mdsegh as airtime
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transfersfacilitate the paymentsnked across the region between
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Sudan, Egypt and Libya, the Eritrean refugees are
tradedas priced commoditighe most conservative asdite of the

total value of the human trafficking in trade in Eritreans is over USD
1 billion.
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